An Inductive Bible Commentary

Spreading the Faith

Joel
Micah

Zephaniah

By Bernard Spencer



ABOUT THIS BOOK

To Locate material regarding a particular chapter and verse, look up the verse by chapter and verse
number in the Questions section, in the Answers section, and in the Spirit of Prophecy references
section, where there is one.

To facilitate using this volume for a class studying the books of Joel, Micah, or Zephaniah, this book has
been divided into 13 lessons.



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

List as much as you can, about the issues implied or expressed in the following biblical passages,
as you write out answers to the following questions. These questions are designed to guide you into an
increased awareness of the message of the prophet being studied. Be precise. Seek to avoid using
overworked words like share and relationship.

In the opinion of this author, the more effort you put into finding the answers on your own,
before you consult the answers section of this booklet, the greater will be the blessing you realize from
these studies.

Most of the answers will not require more information than is supplied in the Biblical passage
being studied; but word dictionaries, dictionaries of theology, and commentaries will at times be a
source of enlightenment with which to surround the precise answer.

UsingaKinglamesVer si on of the Bi bl e, if you don’'t have
consistency to a good extent. Where a literal reading of the text is required to answer the questions, the
New American Standard Bible is the one being used as the basis for the question because of its

reasonable fidelity to the Hebrew text. Be sure to note its marginal readings.

Such popular editions of the Bible as The New English and New International will make the
guestions almost impossible to answer because of the interpretive element incorporated into the
translation process used by such versions.

Be prepared to support your answers by showing the relationship between the various portions
of a text or passage.

You should also be prepared to support your an

As a student you should always seek to be able to show from the Scripture being studied the
Biblical accuracy of the Spirit of Prophecy material you cite.

To always ask, “ls it true?” of the EIll en Whit
guestion does not need to be irreverent; it does not even need to imply a doubt as to the reliability of
the Spirit of Prophecy. To be abletodefendone’ s f ai th is to be able to sha

great respect for the theological keenness of the Spirit of Prophecy works as we seek to define the
relation between various theological statements and Biblical passages.

Perhaps we need to be reminded again that the Bereans were more noble than the
Thessalonians, not because they believed their instructor (the Apostle Paul) but because they studied to
see if what Paul said was true (of Acts 17:11).

Throughout the course of this study be preparedinc | ass t o di sprove this au
showing from EGW that the Spirit of Prophecy quotes used in this lesson booklet in support are



misapplied, or that the quotations presented are properly presented, by using other Spirit of Prophecy
material you have read; be prepared to do the same with the Biblical texts cited.

Remember to

“Al'l ow no one to be brains for you, all ow no o
your praying. . .. You know that no earthly treasure is attainable without painstaking effort.

Why should you expect to understand the treasures of the word of God without diligently

searching the Scriptur es hristianEdudatemp.3B7. Whi t e, Fu

The effort to understand the Scriptures is worthwhile forScri pt ur e say s, “He sent
heal ed them, and delivered them from their destru

“1f you rest your faith only on t hResemi ni ster
Truth and Review & Herald Articles, vol. 2, p. 335.

S

Supplement

“Wycliffe was one of the greatest of the Refor
thought, in firmness to maintain the truth, and in boldness to defend it, he was equaled by few

who came after him. Purity of life, unwearying diligence in study and in labor, incorruptible

integrity, and Christlike love and faithfulness in his ministry, characterized the first of the

Reformers. And this notwithstanding the intellectual darkness and moral corruption of the age

from which he emerged.

“ He character of Wycliffe is a testimony to the educating, transforming power of the Holy

Scriptures. It was the Bible that made him what he was. The effort to grasp the great truths of

revelation imparts freshness and vigor to all the faculties. It expands the mind, sharpens the

perceptions, and ripens the judgment. The study of the Bible will ennoble every thought,

feeling, and aspiration as no other study can. It gives stability of purpose, patience, courage,

and fortitude; it refines the character and sanctifies the soul. An earnest, reverent study of the

scripture, bringing the mind of the student in direct contact with the infinite mind, would give to

the world men of stronger and more active inte
entrance of thewords, s ays t he Psal mi st , ‘“gi Vvestimlh | ight; it
119: 130. " TheKtedt G®mrovévdy,ip.t94 |,




INTRODUCTION TO JOEL

All we know of Joel, the man for whom this biblical book is named, is that he is the song of a
man named Pethual. The book bearing his name tells us nothing more about him, or about his father.

Ellen White, as far as | have found, is also silent about the man Joel, though she often quotes
from the book of Joel.

This means we know almost nothing about the time Joel does his writing, or even the time when
he lived. We do not even know to which period or periods of history he understood his prophecies were
intended to apply. He was obviously an Old Testament personality, and, if the minor prophets are
arranged in the Scriptures chronologically, he may have worked with Hosea and Amos.

There is no agreement among scholars as to the
silences; however, it is clear that the message of Joel concerns Judah and Jerusalem, and the day of the
Lord.

The basic issue that confronts us, as we seek
whether the three chapters of the book (four in the Hebrew Bible) are to be considered as a prophecy,
or whether chapters one and two are to be considered as a description of events which have already
occurred, with only chapter three being a prophecy.

While either choice is apparently open to us, we side with those scholars who have expressed
the opinion that all the chapters in Joel are prophecies.

“

However, as is often noted, whi chever interpr
of the book remain the same. J 0 esdventh-day Adverttish Si ng on
Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p.940.

The difference in the historical-prophetic and the completely-prophetic viewpoints that is seen
is that the primary application of Joel’' s message
necessity of proper preparation if one is not to suffer great loss in the day of the Lord, this primary
application is made to a time and events other than the time of Joel in the completely-prophetic
viewpoint.

To putit concisely, if Joel s b ook i s anotfortlispimee-a g, Danh i wblrdts b ook
for his time.

The viewpoint we are going to follow here, that the book of Joel is completely a prophecy,
means that for this study we wil!/ |l ook at the OId
then we will look at their New Testament eschatology application, as found in the Spirit of Prophecy
works. That is we will seek the eschatology of Joel that Ellen White sets forth by the contexts in which
she sets her quotations from the book of Joel.



Perhaps we should note that this methodology is different than what we will be doing as we
study Micah and Zephaniah, for among the Old Testament books, the book of Joel is unique.

( Not e: A brief study to provide clarification
“New Te&samanbl ogy, ” referred to above, appears
“mMtroduction.” You may read that materi al at thic



Lesson 1
Joel —The Historical Message

Assignment Questions

Chapter 1
Read Chapter one through; then respond to the following:
Joel 1:1

a. What is the source of Joel’'s book?
Read the book of Joel through watching for a division in the lines of thought presented: Is the
book one united message, introduced only by verse 1, or do you find other introductory

passages?
Joel 1:2, 3
a. Paraphrase verse 2; notice that the “anything
“Has this been in your days, or (and) even in

b. What are they to tell about, and to whom?
Joel 1:4-12

a. Make a brief list of the results referred to in verses 8-12 resulting from the activities described in
verses 4-7.

Joel 1:13-14

a. How had God’'s peopl e r &snptoeir @dselddedcribedintemes®& vent s o
12? See verse 13c.

b. Wer e God’' s | ead e rssl3ad3b,mamdadnodespdnd to the eveats ob1et-12,
or to the acts of the people in verse 13c?

c. Was the great tragedy in this chapter described in verses 4-12 and 16-20, or in verse 13c?

Joel 1:15

Are the events of verses 4-12 the description of the day of the Lord?
Are the events of verses 4-12 the cause of the day of the Lord?

c. Are the responses of the people recorded in 1:13c to the events of 1:4-12, in the context of Joel
1, the cause of the day of the Lord warning found in 1:15?

Joel 1:16-20

a. What causes joy and gladness to be cut off from the house of God in verse 16 b —the events of
verse 13c or the events of 1:4-12 and 16-207?



b. What do the beasts of 1:20 have in common with Joel? See verse 19a.

Joel 1:1-20

a. Summarize briefly the story of chapter 1.
b. What is the relationship between the events described in chapter one and the day of the Lord?

¢. What is the message of chapter 1?



LESSON 1
Joel —The Historical Message

Assignment Answers

Joel 1:1

a. The source of Joel’' s bookohins the word of the
b. The book appears to this writer to be one uni
recorded in verse 1.

L
t

Joel 1:2, 3
a. Verse 2 can be paraphrased by the American idi
before.?”

b. They are to tell about the message which follows, which came to Joel in the word of the Lord of
verse 1; they are to tell it to everyone and from generation to generation.

Joel 1:4-12

a. The people are to mourn.
The house of the Lord is short of offerings, and the priests mourn.
The fields are ruined.
The fruittreesdon’ t pr oduce.
The people cease to be happy.

Joel 1:13-14

a. The people responded to their |l oss of “stuff?”
The intercession the priests were commanded to make, and the calling of the people together to
seek God, was not because of their material loss but because of their withholding of their
service to God as their response to their material losses.

c. Verse 13c.

Joel 1:15

a. No.
No.
c. Yes.

Joel 1:16-20

a. The events of 1:13c.
b. Intheir distress they longed for the Lord.

Joel 1:1-20



a.

The Lord’s people, when great economic and agr
serving the Lord. Their spiritual leaders were commanded to intercede for them and then call

them together to cry to the Lord, for the day of the Lord was very near.

Here the day of the Lord is distinguished from the rest of the events described in chapter one,

for the day of the Lord is still future (1:15).

The message of these verses may be that when great tribulaton s come on God’ s peoj|
of His coming in judgment is very near. Her e
communication and correction.

Note the following:

“I'n the days of Nehemi ah, when t he hanfilidgtibndr en of
and distress by their departure from God in disregarding his law, they sometimes felt that God

had forgotten them. The Lord showed his rebellious people that they were dependent upon

him for prosperity and s &llereGt WhiteinPreséntThuthsnd ey e was
Review and Herald Articles, vol. 1, p. 405 (March 18, 1884).




Lesson 1
Joel —The Spirit of Prophecy Application

Section |

Assignment

List the eschatological events Mrs. White presents as being the subject or subjects 0 f Joel ' s chapte
the material quoted below. Note: Listing of subjects dealt with in material not listed in this booklet, but
relevant to the Biblical material being studied, is proper and encouraged!

Section Il
Spirit of Prophecy Quotations
Introduction

We have just looked at the historical setting of the message of Joel chapter 1, and we are now able to

observe that no application of the prophetic message is presented. Therefore, we are confronted with

the fascinated que®t i messagwhat ffJoworedtilon oi petri or m
peopl e?”

To find an answer to this question we will turn our study of Joel chapter 1 from a study of its historical
message to a study of the Spirit of Prophecya ppl i cati ons of IJtoedver, ertamhapt er
thoughts may be helpful if they are borne in mind regarding the kind of transposition we are doing here.

As R. V. G. Tasker reminds us in his little book The Old Testament in the New Testament, it is often
difficult to tell from a prophecy itself exactly how it will be fulfilled. Often a Biblical prophecy would
receive a partial fulfillment in the immediate future —some times a future so close the prophet himself
saw it, but even in such cases involving a primary application of a particular prophecy, history later
revealed a fuller message to also be included.

This means to us that it is almost impossible to tell exactly how any prophecy will be ultimately fulfilled
until the final fulfillment comes. Ellen White has noted regarding some of the messages in Daniel and
Revelation that some of the predictions will only be fully understood after they are fulfilled.

We believe this to be true of the Biblical prophecies in general, including the messages of Joel which we

are studying. Butint he case of wéobdlave wmwhaer mintlgrinthelpb aclleal | ed a
to Joel’' s messages that comes betweenf tthieat i meol’f:
final fulfillment:Pet er ' s st at ement | applidationssflodd wefiadimdllent he pr ophe

White' s material s.

This *“interim help’ i S struggling to annalelthe mdssage ad fun@ionbfo an ac
Joel, but with very little superficial reading is found to be of great interest to all people because of its



relevance as a guide to future events, and because of the exciting instructional revelations contained
therein for those who live when the events of Joel cease to be prophecy and become reality —a
transition which may occur in our times —and if so, hopefully will also occur in our lives.

We will turn now to a survey of the various messa
terminology and their exciting amplifications found in scripture in Acts 2, and in the Spirit of Prophecy.

Our methodology for this portion of our study will be to list texts from the Biblical material and then
guote without commenting from Mrs. White. The quotations will not be exhaustive, but will rather vary
in length according to what we feel will accurately portray to the reader the general significance of the
concept being studied, as Mrs. White sets it forth, and according to the space limitations of this study.

Section Il

Spirit of Prophecy Quotations

Joel 1:15-18, 12

“The present Hhelmingdnterest toedl liviogf Rulersiaedristatesmen, men who
occupy positions of trust and authority, thinking men and women of all classes have their
attention fixed upon the events taking place about us. They are watching the strained, restless
relations that exist among the nations. They observe the intensity that is taking possession of
every earthly element, and they recognize that something great and decisive is about to take
place. ...

“Angel s are now restr ai maymalblow bnélthewroriddtallbe f st r i f
warned of its coming doom; but a storm is gathering, ready to burst upon the earth; and when

God shall bid His angels loose the winds, there will be such a scene of strife as no pen can

picture.

“The Bi bl lgeonlyggiveda cdrrhceviedBdf these things. Here are revealed the great,
final scenes in the history of our world, . . .

“Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is
shall i t c o m§, 12is.quoted) Educatidn,pw 189,180l : 1 5

Joel 1:10-12, 17-20

“When Christ ceases His intercession in the sa
those who worship the beast and his image and receive this mark. . . will be poured out. The

plagues upon Egypt when God was about to deliver Israel were similar in character to those

more terrible and extensive judgments which are to fall upon the world just before the final
deliverance of God’'s peopl e.



“In the plague that follows, powerisgiven t o t he sun ‘to scorch men w
scorched wi t h gr e atvershsd, @)t Thé prophétsRheisdescrilie the condition of

the earth at this fearful ti me: ‘“The | and mour
perished. .. All the trees of the field are withered; because joy is withered away from the sons

of men.’ ‘*The seed is rotten under their clod
beasts groan! The herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no pasture. ... The rivers of

water are dried up, and the fire hath-1zJevoured
17-20;..."” The Great Controversy, pp. 627, 628.

Section Il
(List the eschatological subjects with which Mrs. White surrounds her quotations from Joel.)

Assignment Answers

Joel 1:10-12, 17-20

The Great Controversy, pp. 627, 628.

1. The close of probation
2. The plagues

Joel 1:15-18, 12

Prophets and Kings, pp. 537, 538 (Ed. p. 180)

“Here are reveal ed t hteorgyr ecaft ofuirnanorslcdeen"'es i n t



LESSON 2
Joel —The Historical Message

Chapter 2 Assignment

Questions
Joel 2:1-11
a. Whois the spokesman for these verses?
b. Is the day of the Lord to be looked forward to or feared?
c. Who controls the day of the Lord according to verse 117?
d. What is the answer to the question asked in verse 11, who can endure the day of the Lord?

Joel 2:12-14

a. Whois the spokesman for these verses?
b. What is the function of these verses?
c. What is the message of verse 14?

Joel 2:15-17

a. Whatis the function of these verses?
b. Between verses 17 and 18 something can properly be added. What is that message?

Joel 2:18-20

a. What message is heard here for the first time?
Joel 2:21-22

a. What is the message of these verses?
Joel 2:23

a. What does verse 23 contribute to the message of verses 21 and 22°?
Joel 2:24

a. Why does verse 24 follow verse 237?
Joel 2:25

a. State in your own words the message of this verse.
Joel 2:26

a. What is the message of this verse?



Joel 2:27
a. What is the message of this verse in light of the blessings listed just prior to it

(Joel 2:28-32 —these verses in the Hebrew Bible are chapter 3.)

Joel 2:28, 29
a. When is “after this” in verse 28a?
b. Who is “17” in verse 28b?

Joel 2:30, 31
a. Who is “17” in verse 30a?

b. When do the events described in verses 30 and 31 occur?

Joel 2:32
a. Whois delivered (saved) in verse 32a?
b. From what is he saved?
c. What is among the survivors in verse 32¢c?
d. Who received salvation in verse 32c?
e. Isanyone saved who does not call on the name of the Lord in this verse?



LESSON 2
Joel —The Historical Message

Assignment Answers

Joel 2:1-11
a. God; notice the phrase “My holy mountain” in v
b. Feared.
c. Thelord
d. Those who respond to the invitation of verses 12-14 and make the preparation described in

verses 12-17.
Joel 2:12-14

a. Joel.
They are God’ s oniwhow Hethas thieadened to laringtthh daysofthe Lord
described in 2:1-10. Apparently the response of the people (1:13c) to the events described in
Joel chapter 1 was not offset by whatever reaction there was to the invitation of 1:13-15; in fact,
no reaction of any kind is recorded. The people may have refused to present to God an offering
before He replaced their loses.

This is apparently why 2:1 reads in part —blow a trumpet, let the inhabitants tremble, the day of
the Lord is coming.
¢. That God provides us with that which He requires that we give to Him.

Joel 2:15-17

a. They are Joel
presented in verses 12-14.

b. Bet ween verses 17 and 1 & veoses5-1Ztiemvergesl1®@wil | y add,
be fulfilled."”

S instructions to the people who

Joel 2:18-20

a. “I owill never again make you a reproach among
the Lord will begin.

Joel 2:21, 22

a. The surety of God’s promi ses i dverbe9l8-Me¢hatseen i n
are already fulfilled in verses 21, 22.

Joel 2:23



a. The acts of verse 23, which are partially fulfilled promises themselves, foretell that greater
bl essings, t he rdengatts, trson thefwayGRieskings bestolved tesaifgty
greater blessings to be received — as the rain foretells the harvest.

Joel 2:24
a. This verse describes the blessings to result from the acts of verse 23.
Joel 2:25

a. Verse 25 describes the greatness of the blessing being sent —all loses that God caused are
restored when the people respond properly.

Joel 2:26

a. The message of this verse is that when people learn through experience to serve God (Joel 1:1-
2, 17), then God can always provide for all their needs (2:18-25), and the people praise Him for
His wonderfulnesses —then His people will never be put to shame (2:26).

Joel 2:28, 29

a. After the ‘healing’ of God’'s people described
b. The “1" @ff,véntdes LD d your God, "

Joel 2:30, 31

a. The people’s Lord
b. Before the day of the Lord.

Joel 2:32

Whoever calls on the name of the Lord.

Salvation here is from the destructions of the day of the Lord.
Deliverance (salvation) from the destructions of the day of the Lord.
Whoever the Lord calls.

™ o 0 T o

Yes; those whom the Lord calls.

There is a parable in the New Testament, told by Jesus, that tells the story of workers who
worked various amounts of time, but who in the end of the day all received the same pay. The
story is so told as to necessitate our having Jesus Himself explain to us its message.

The message is a question —will you be evil because God is good?

The message implies what the story explicitly portrayed —that there are people who are going
to receive a reward from God that includes works people have not seen them do. Their reward



comes from the goodness of God, and is not commensurate with their obvious works, as is
generally understood to be the teaching of the scriptures; My reward is with me to give to
every man as his work is. By the parable the reward is shown to cover the intent of the worker,
even if it did not produce. These workers had stood all day in line hoping for work. The last
hour of the day they were still there; that was when they were hired. But the rewarder sees
them as working all day.

One of the fascinating messages of Joel 2:32 is found in the assurance of salvation to all who call
on the name of the Lord in verse 32a being followed by the assurance of salvation in verse 32c
to all whom the Lord calls. This implies the Lord may save some people who have never called
upon him!

Ellen White has an interesting account of some events in which this theological principle is

applied. Her story is of particular interest to this writer in this place in our study of Joel, because

it amplifies the verse we are considering, while the verse before us presents us with the Old
Testament Biblical support of both Jesus’ New
White’'s story.

Mrs. White writes as follows:

““The hour i s othewhiohglltHatar€ih thd giaves shallehéarchis voite, and
shall come forth.’ That voice is to resound t
saint who sleeps in Jesus will awake and leave his prison house. Then the virtue of character we
have receivedfromChr i st ’ s r i ght e o greateesssfthevhighebtorded. | v us t o
Every action of ours in befriending God’ s peop

“I'n the day of final reckoning, Christe does no
for them in giving his life for their redemption. He presents before them the faithful work they

have done for him. What surpassing love is this! He even mentions the work of the heathen,

who have no intelligent knowledge of the law of the Lord, but who have done the very things

the law required, because they have heeded the voice speaking to them in the things of nature.

When the Holy Spirit implants Christ’s spirit
servants, the quickeningofthehear t °' s sy mpat hy is contrary to hi
education. The grace of God working upon the darkened mind, has softened the savage nature

untaught by the wisdom of men. And these uneducated heathen, in all their cruelty, are

regarded in a more favorable light than are those who have had great light and evidence, but

who have rejected the mercy and reproof of God.

“Christ implants His grace in the heart of the
missionary, even before he has heard or comprehended the words of truth and life. Behold that
crowd coll ected above God’' s servant to harm hi

mind of perhaps one man to plead in behalf of His servant; and when the war council has



determinedthedestruct i on of the Christian’s 1|if e,

decision, and his life is spared. O, the love that goes forth to the savage for this one act! To
such Christ says, in the judgmen ekKingdom .
prepared for you from t he f oResedtdartith andReview
and Herald Articles, vol. 3, p. 608 (Sept. 20, 1898).

t he

t he

come

w o



LESSON 2

Joel —The Spirit of Prophecy Application

Section | Assignment

List the eschatological events Mrs. White presentsa s bei ng the subject or subj e
in the material quoted below. Note: Listing of subjects dealt with in material not quoted in this booklet,
but relevant to the Biblical material being studied, is proper and encouraged!

Section Il
Spirit of Prophecy Quotations

Joel 2:11

| t neadéulsthat men should be awakened to their danger; that they should be roused to

prepare for the solemn events connected with the close of probation. The prophet of God

d e ¢ | dhe dapof the'lord is greatandveryt er r i bl e and. wd2l.can abi de
The Great Controversy, p. 310.

Joel 2:15-17
“The Shaking”

“November 20, 1857, I was shown the people of
with strong faith and agonizing cries, were pleading with God. Their countenances were pale,

and marked with deep anxiety, expressive of their internal struggle. Firmness and great

earnestness were expressed in their countenances, while large drops of perspiration fell from

their foreheads. Now and then their faces wou
and again the same sol emn, earnest, anxious | o
trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: gather the people, sanctify the

congregation, assemble the elders. . . . Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between

the porch and the alter, and let them say, spare Thy people, O Lord, and give not Thine heritage

to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: Wherefore should they say among the

people, where is-17t.heir God?"” Joel 2:15

“Evil angels crowded around them, pressing the
their view, that their eyes might be drawn to the darkness that surrounded them. And they

distrust God and next murmur against Him. Their only safety was in keeping their eyes directed

upward. Angels of God had charge over His people, and as the poisonous atmosphere from the

evil angels was pressed around these anxious ones, the heavenly angels were continually

wafting their wings over them, to scatter the thick darkness.



“Some, I saw, did not participate in their wor
indifferent and careless. They were not resisting the darkness around them, and it shut them in

like a thick cloud. The angels of God left. . . those who made no effort to help themselves, and |

lost sight of them. . ..

“l asked the meaning of the shaking le had seen
straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This will

have its effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will lead him to exalt the standard and pour

forth the straight truth. Some will not bear this straight testimony. They will rise up against it,

and this wildl cause a Tsstimanked For the Chumth, vogl, pp.a79-" s peop
181.

Joel 2:23
Aut hor’'s not e: Joel 2. 23 speaksglayadientists Bi bl i c al
around the world. This concept, the early and latter rain, is often preached about and written
on, as something very significant in the outwo
guestion that is often overlooked is the quest

That this question is generally left unanswered is not because Mrs. White has not written clearly
about the early and latter rain; she has written much about this concept. Probably the material
that deals in one place with the concept most clearly is found in Testimonies to Ministers, pp.
506-509. But Mrs. White has written much other material dealing with many aspects of this
symbol.

Because of the multitude of relevant questions and the numerous passages in Ellen White
treating of these issues, our methodology here is going to be to quote from a thesis titled
American Seventh-day Adventist Latter Rain, by Bernard Spencer. This thesis is available at the
Andrews University Library. Because of space limitations the footnote references identifying
the sources on which the various statements are based have been omitted from this review.

Ellen White and the Latter Rain

The Terminology Employed; The Agricultural Heritage

In Palestine during agricultural times such as the times of the Bible prophets, the farmer would
prepare the field for the sowing of the seed, plant the seed, and wait for a rain to cause the seed
to sprout. During the course of time during which the sprouted seeds were growing into a
mature state, rain continued to fall periodically, but just before the actual harvesting could
begin a special rain fell which served to bring the crop to the final degree of maturity required
for the farmer to realize a successful reward for his work.



The first rain, which sprouted the sown seeds, was known as the former rain or the early rain;
the rain which fell just prior to the harvesting was known as the latter rain. These two rains
were used by the Hebrew prophets as a figure t
extraordinary measur &Vhupen wéod'’es .c hidrheh ., al sbl Isa
employs those operations of nature to represen

This means that for Ellen White, the rain symbol for the work of the Holy Spirit as He bestows

spiritual grace in extraordinarymeasur € upon God’' s people has its rc
phenomena of rains which come in their season and which produce a particular result —which

symbol comes to us by the way of the Hebrew prophets.

The Historical Application of the Agricultural Figures

Mrs. White writes that the Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy Spirit recorded in Acts 2 marked

the beginning of the early, or former, rain phase of the work of the Holy Spirit —the bestowal of
spiritual grace in extr aortdhedardyraiyof Palesdineasds e upon
symbol represented.

However, she also writes that the Acts 2 Pentecostal experience was only a partial fulfillment of

t he key “ r aloel2’whighscipiude i8 revertheless applicable to those events. The

latter rain portion of the Palestinian rain symbol of Joel 2 will only be experienced when the

events of Pentecost are repeated, with greater
which will *“attend the ¢l osi ntgtheexankconmingoft he gos
Jesus as the Great Harvester, in connection with specific eschatological developments, and

fulfills completely Joel’'s prophecy.

This means that it is the event of a Pentecost-repeated, only with greater power, which fulfills
forEl en White Joel’'s latter rain prophecy.

The existential, or, in my life, early rain is an awakening process that occurs repeatedly in the
soul bringing progressively increasing insights as the Christian lives daily life. Itis complemented
by the anointing of the Holy Spirit, which anointing gives victories in character development,
while the baptism of the Holy Spirit makes the awakening and overcoming Christian useful in
service for God.

The latter rain is distinguished from these other works of the Holy Spirit by the fact that whereas
the early rain is a continuing process of awakenings, and the anointing is repeated whenever a
seeker for victory finds another victory is needed; and while the baptism of the Holy Spirit is
available as a repeated experience every new morning, the latter rain comes at a historical point
that is eschatologically timed, and brings final and complete results to the above processes. This
is possible because the anointing of the Holy Spirit, the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and the early
and latter rain works of the Holy Spirit are all aspects of the work of grace in the soul realized
through the agency of the Holy Spirit.



The anointing gives grace to the soul that produces an atmosphere and character, the baptism
gives grace that one imparts in appropriate service, the early rain grace causes a progressive
spiritual awakening, while the latter rain grace brings the growth in grace to completion.

These works of the Holy Spirit did not begin at Pentecost, rather, they have existed through the

times of the Old Testament. Isaiah speaks of the anointing of the Holy Spirit and Mrs. White

says Christ was baptized of the Holy Spirit daily. What is new at Pentecost is (1) the amount of

the blessing bestowed and the miraculous signs that accompanied the bestowal; (2) the function

of the timing of the bestowal; it showed Chris
heaven’'s approval t o t 6f Nazackth wastheprdoreisad Messiagh,enhi ng t h
whom salvation was to be realized. Finally, the Pentecost experience was new in that it came

on the church bringing about the rapid and power-filled proclamation of the Gospel to the

world, while the repetition of the granting of the grace, that causes spiritual life to spring up,

through the years since Pentecost shows the cons
those who seek to be effective representatives of the Gospel story- when the blessing is sought

it comes, until the whole process culminates in the bestowal of the grace represented by the

latter rain figure.

This means that in the works of Mrs. White the rain work of the Holy Spirit is always a gift given
progressively by God to a cooperating individual that enables him to do the work God gives him
to do, today, and that makes him able to be ready for the events to transpire as the conflict
between good and evil closes.

Summary. The “rain” work described by Ell en W
process that is accomplished by the bestowal of spiritual grace in extraordinary measure upon

the soul. It has three effects; it brings conviction to the heart of one who hears the gospel story,

it prepares people for useful service, and it brings to completion the transformation of character

and soul the redemptive process includes.

It occurs over a period of time, having both historical and experiential expects, and is divisible
into two separate, but not disconnected phases- the early and the latter rain. Itis also
coordinated with both subjective and objective developments. The subjective are the elements
of personal preparedness and cooperation with God, while the objective are the developments
in the conflict between God and Satan which God makes transitional in brining the great conflict
between sin and righteousness to a close.

The reliability and validity of anyone’'s perso
through the Holy Spirit must be checked by the doctrines of Sacred Scripture and obedience to

the Ten Commandments of God because Satans e e ks t o produce a countertf
Emotion and miracles, however, are not to be criteria by which anyone tests the genuineness of

a rain experience.

The early rain relates to the latter rain as that which goes before to prepare for increased
amounts of the same, for Mrs. White writes that the blessings received by the apostles at



Pentecost are still available to earnest seekers today. This early rain experience, which brings

with it power to work for God against the forces of evil, changes to a greater outpouring of

graceewith a greater demonstration of God’ s power ,
experience symbolized by the latter rain figure occurs. This increase of power is the result, Mrs.

White says, of two developments; the increase of evil since Pentecost, and the arrival of the

time of the closing of human probation.

This means that in the writings of Mrs. White the latter rain has as its function the completing of
the work begun under the early rain figure.

Negatively, theraihwor k of the Holy Spirit is not a guar a
objective proof of one’s sanctification.

I't is rather the agency b pattamnsdt ly Bhristisraalized gr o wt h
without ever taki tocgturatothedoinpafavi.s freedom

The latter rain eschatological context.

For our study, basic to the eschatology one finds being set forth by Mrs. White, are two

premises; (1) the figures represent reality, and (2) the nature of man is capable of change. This

second premise is the heart of the | atter rain
must enter into a relationship with God that brings about a progressive change in man that is so

complete he can accurately be described as a reborn and new creature. Man is here seen as a

hand-crafted product made by God that is ruined by sin, but still being loved by his Maker, who,

as soon as the fall of man occurs, sets into action a plan of restoration that develops men

gradually into the creatures they would have been had Adam never fallen.

This restoration process is controlled externally by the choices of man, both as a group and as an

individual, and by the developments of the great controversy that lead to a final full and

complete vindication of God from any responsibility or contribution to the sin problem by all of

God’'s created beings, including Satan himself

I nternally, the restoration process is deter mi
cooperation with God, or lack of it, enables him to benefit from.

Grace is here not only an attitude of Gods tow
circul at es a rStepsito Ghristf ph68. It & givenltheough certain channels or
“means of grace.”

To Ellen White, how much spiritual growth an individual realizes depends on his choices, the
circumstances of his life, and the eschatological developments that are occurring at the time in
which he lives.

The eschatological developments that immediately surround the latter rain figure include such
events as are represented by the following terminology:



The Loud Cry

The Third Angel

The mark of the Beast

The Seal of God

The Shaking Time

The Close of Probation

The Seven Last Plagues

The Time of Jacob’s Troubl e
The Second Coming of Jesus Christ

10. The Life Eternal

Lo N R WNE

The element common to all of these events is that they are so designed as to progressively bring

all people to a point of making a decision for or against Christ, under the threat of ruin and
deathasaresultofadecision f or Chri st that wild.l iwlasl ude a ¢
expressed in the Gospel and in the Ten Commandments of Exodus 20.

Conclusion

The central teaching of Mrs. White regarding the latter rain is that it brings the progressive work

of grace in the soul to completion, a work that began with the early rain bestowal of grace; and

that the events and requirements which accompa
character of God to be a blending of justice, mercy, love, and righteousness, with omnipotence

and omniscience.

The centr al purpose of the | atter rain work is
at a particular eschatological time.

The primary effect of the latter rain grace when it has been imparted is that the receiver is
prepared for meeting Christ at His second coming without fault — ready for translation.

The controlling motif in the outworking of the latter rain scheme is the vindication of God from
any responsibility for the existence or continuance of evil, while the ultimate result of the
combined works of grace which are brought to completion by the later rain grace is the full
restoration of fallen man to the spiritual nature he had before the fall, and a resulting continual
flow of praise to the God who could bring about such results.

Joel 2: 28, 29

“The Priests, determined to account for the mi
way, declared that they were drunken from partaking largely of the new wine prepared for the

feast. Some of the most ignorant of the people present seized upon this suggestion as the truth,

but the more intelligent knew it was to false; and those who understood the different languages

testified to the accuracy with which these languages were used by the disciples.



“ lamswer to the accusations of the priests Peter showed that this demonstration was in direct
fulfillmento f 't he pr o p hleedcys ofoht Apdsttee dp..40,41. . L

“I'n i mmedi ate connection with the sophetioels of t h
has promised a special manifestation of His Spirit. Joel 2:28. This prophecy received a partial

fulfillment in the outpouring of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost; but it will reach its full

accomplishment in the manifestation of divine grace which will attend the closing work of the

g 0 S p ¥hd Gredt Controversy, p. ix.

“If this prophecy of Joel met a partial fulfillment in the days of the apostles, we are living in a
time when it is to be even more evidently manifest to the people of God. He will so bestow His
Spirit upon His people that they will become a light amid the moral darkness; and great light will
be reflected in all parts of the world. O that our faith might be increased, that the Lord might
work mightily with His people. (MS4 9 , 1 $v@nBh)day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol.
4, p. 1175.

Joel 2:31

“"Nor was the darkness of the night | ess uncom
notwithstanding there was almost a full moon, no object was discernible but by the help of

some artificial light, which, when seen from the neighboring houses and other places as a

distance, appeared through a kind of Egyptian darkness which seemed almost impervious to the

r a y—-gsaiah Thomas, Massachusetts Spy; or, American Oracle of Liberty, vol. 10, No. 472 (May

25, 1780) . Said an eyewitness of the scene:
every luminous body in the universe had been shrouded in impenetrable shades, or struck out

of existence, the darkness could nothaveb e e n mo r e —bettenty Dr.sSameel Ténney,

of Exeter, New Hampshire, December, 1785 (in Massachusetts Historical Society Collections,

1792,1%s er i e s, vol . I, p. 87) . Though at nine o'
notthel east effect to dispel the deathli ke shadow
and the moon, when first visible, had the appearance of blood. May 19, 1780, stands in history

as ‘The Dark Day.'’ Si nce t heualtdangimeextenf,andos es no

duration, has ever been recorded. The description of this event, as given by eyewitnesses, is but

an echo of the words of the Lord, recorded by the prophet Joel, twenty-five hundred years

previous to t hei rllbéturhedintd dorimesspahd:the mobrhirgo blsod,n s h
before the great and terr i bhe@reatdantrovedsy, p.30hhe Lor d

Section IlI
(List the eschatological subjects with which Mrs. White surrounds her quotations from Joel.)

Assignment Answers

Joel 2:11



The Great Controversy, p. 310.

The Close of Probation.
Joel 2:15-17

Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, pp. 179-181.
The shaking time.

Joel 2:23

(Thesis Material)

(The special bestowing of grace that brings the work of grace in the soul to completion.)
The close of probation.

The Seven Last Plagues.

The Loud Cry, etc.

Joel 2: 28, 29

The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 40, 41.
The Early Rain, or the Acts 2 Pentecost.

The Great Controversy, p. ix
“The scenes ofdthe great day of Go

Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 1175.

The days in which we live —the time of the end.
Joel 2:31

The Great Controversy, p. 308
The Dark Day of May 19, 1780.

Section IV Summary
Conclusion

We have gone through Joel looking for the answer to the question, what function is the message

of Joel to perform in the history of God’'s peo
as a prophecy, serves to point God’'s church to
events which close the great controversy between good and evil, while as accomplished history,

the book of Joel functions as a revelation of where we are in those closing events, as an

encouragement to those experiencing those events by portraying the ultimate victory of good,

and as an invitation to all who read it to make the preparations necessary if one is to be involved

on God’'s side.



The book of Joel also serves as part of the Bi
material Ellen White presents us with regarding the eschatology of the new Testament — both

when the material serves to reveal, and when the material serves to excite us regarding the

potential for those events to occur in our lives.

“As we see the fulfill medt tafi upnmpdp hodc yChrd wsr
should strengthen; and we should go forth with renewed courage to do our appointed
W O r IGosgel Workers, p. 26f.

“He who beholds the Saviour’s matchless | ov
heart, transformedinchar act er . He wi | | go f oGokphl t o be

Workers, p. 29.



LESSON 3

Joel —the Historical Message

Chapter 3 Assignment
Questions
Joel 3:1-6

i

a. To what days does
b. Who is called to judgment in verse 2 and why?

in those days and at

Joel 3:7
a. Who thesm™ in verse 77?2
Joel 3:8
a. Who is “I1I7” in verse 87
Who sells sons and daughters in verse 3? Who does the selling of sons and daughters in verse
8?

c. What is the message of verse 8 in the light of verse 4?
Joel 3:9-11b

a. Who is to beat their plowshares into swords in verse 10a?

b. What i s “this?” in verse 9a?
c. Where is “there” in verse 11b?
Joel 3:11c

a. What is the message here?
Joel 3:12, 13

a. Who is “I” in verse 12c?
b. Islsrael to be judged in the judgment of verse 12?
c. Whois the spokesman in verse 13, and to whom does he speak?

Joel 3:14

a. What is the content of the day of the Lord in this verse? Is it the events of Joel 1:4-12 and 16-

20? Is it the events of Joel 2:3-10? Is it the events of Joel 2:28-31? Is it the events of Joel 3:1, 2,

12,13?

Joel 3:15

t hat

t



a. Do the events of this verse precede, follow, or occur simultaneously with the day of the Lord?
Support your answer from the book of Joel.

Joel 3:16-21

a. When do these events occur, or, what is their relationship to the day of the Lord of verse 14?
Do they precede it, follow it, or are the events of these verses separated at some point by the
activities of the day of the Lord —some preceding it and some following?

b. Do verses 18-20 reflect Old Testament eschatology or New Testament eschatology?



LESSON 3
Joel —The Historical Message

Assignment Answers

Joel 3:1-6
a. “Those days” are the days of blessing. I n Joe
God to turn His peopl e t o rethegithes of ldessiagnuehsas . The
are described in 2:18-2 0 26, 28, and 29. The ‘second’ eve
thelord—t he “t hir d’ event . The fourth ‘event’ i n
of the Lord — events such as those described in 3:18-21.
b. Those called to judgment in this verse are tho
have abused God's peopl e. God’'s servants are
Joel 3:7
a. The Israelites who have suffered at the hands of the surrounding nations.
Joel 3:8
a. “1'7 is God.
b. I n verse 3 the surrounding nations are selling
selling the sons and daughters of Israel’ s for

c. Joel 3:4 of course follows Joel 3:2, 3 where the nations have been destroying Israel as a nation
and hurting Israelite people and their children.

In verse 4 God states that He will accept no repayment from those guilty of those actions against
His people and country.

In this context the message of verse 8 is that He, God, will do to the persecutors of His people
what they have done to His people; after He has exalted His abused people.

The Implied message of these verses is that there is an undefined boundary, known to God, that

nations and their people may not pass over without going beyond the forgiveness of God, such

as was extended in 2:21 and 22 and 28, where t
promised to be poured out on all mankind.

Joel 3:9-11b

a. The nations God is entering into judgment with, and drawing to the day-of-the-Lord judgment,

because of their treatment of God’'s peopl e.
b. The *“this” of verse 94 is the events described
c. The valley of Jehoshaphat (3:2a).



Joel 3:11c

a. Atalk-show host, in discussing on television the Biblical concept of God making the nations give
an account of their deeds, remarked that if God was to come back to earth He had better be as
powerful as the Bible portrays Him, for, said he, there are plenty of powerful people here who
would like to kill him.

Joel 3:11c seems to have as its message a portrayal of this kind of hostility toward God as the
ruler of this earth.

Joel 3:12, 13
a. God, |l srael s Lord.
No.

c. God, the Judge, is here speaking; apparently to His mighty ones (3:11c).
Joel 3:14

a. Itisthe events of Joel 3:1, 2,12 and 13
Joel 3:15

a. These events precede the day of the Lord (2:31).
Joel 3:16-21

a. It appears to this writer that the events of Joel 3:16-21 all follow the day of the Lord of 3:12, 13,
for God is here speaking from Jerusalem, and serving as their refuge and the provider of
permanent blessings.

b. These verses reflect Old Testament eschatology.



LESSON 3
Joel —The Spirit of Prophecy Application

Section |

Assignment

List the eschatological events Mrs. White presents asbeingt he subj ect or subjects o

the material quoted below. Note: Listing of subjects dealt with in material not quoted in this booklet,
but relevant to the Biblical material being studied, is proper and encouraged!

Section Il

Spirit of Prophecy quotations

Joel 3:16

“An earthquake marked the hour when Chri st
witnessed the moment when He took it up in triumph. He who had vanquished death and the

grave came forth from the tomb with the tread of a conqueror, amid the reeling of the earth,

the flashing of lightning, and the roaring of thunder. When He shall come to earth again, . ..

‘“The Lord wild.l be the hope of His peopl e,
3 : 1 ©he Desire of Ages, p. 780.

“Then it wildl be seen that Satan’s rebelli
that chose to become his subjects. He has represented that great good would result from
transgression; but iof wsilh be dea@nhthat 't

and all evil workers, who are his branches, shall be utterly cut off. An end will be made of sin,
with all the woe and ruin that have resulted fromiit. . . .

| ai

and

on a

hesS av

“But amid the templestchifl drnen nef jGaddg meinltl thave

Lord wildl be the hope of His people, and t
day that brings terror and destruction to
obedi euinnts pgak abl e a Ratriardhsahd Propbets, p.g41.0r vy . ' "
“Soon | heard the voice of God which shook
roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake;

but the Lord wildl be the hope of His peopl

...) there was a mighty earthquake. Buildings were shaken down and fell on every side. | then
heard a triumphant shout of victory, loud, musical, and clear. | looked upon this company, who
a short time before, were in such distress and bondage. Their captivity was turned. A glorious
light shown upon them. How beautiful they then looked! All weariness and marks of care were
gone; health and beauty were seen in every countenance. Their enemies, the heathen around

he s
t he

t he

e, a



them, fell like dead men. They could not endure the light that shone upon the delivered, holy

ones. This light and glory remained upon them until Jesus was seen in the clouds of heaven, and

the faithful, tried company were changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, from glory to

glory. The graves were opened and the saints came forth, clothed with immortality, crying:

‘“Victory over death and itingsintgtheyaweredaughtuwtod t oget h
their Lord in the air, while rich, musical shouts of glory and victory proceeded from every

i mmor t al Tettimanigs Boethe'Church, vol. 1, p. 184.

Section IlI
(List the eschatological subjects with which Mrs. White surrounds her quotations from Joel.)

Assignment Answers

Joel 3:16

The Desire of Ages, p. 780

1. The second coming of Christ.
2. The “unfear” of His children.

Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 341.

The destruction of Satan and his followers.

The destruction of sin.

The judgment.

The protecting of God’ s children.

P wbhe

Testimonies, vol. 1. P. 184.

1. The voice of God which shakes the heavens and the earth.



INTRODUCTION TO MICAH

“This is a time every soul needs to cl iohigastear nest
work in the earth are to stand as Micah and Zephaniah and Zachariah stood in their day, to call to

repentance and good works. The writings of these prophets contain warnings and instruction applicable

to this time, and should receive our careful study. They should teach us to shun every phase of evil that

made such warnings essential to the people of the past. Let every soul arouse and make diligent

examination of self, that everything that would separate the people of God from righteousness may be

put away."” EPleskne Tinuth ¥k Retieer & Herald Artitles, vol. 2, p. 542.




LESSON 4

Micah
Chapter 1 Assignment
Questions
Read: Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, pp. 330-3 3 9 , 682 for the story of Il s
Micah 1:1

a. To whom was the Lord directing Micah?

b. About when did Micah work?

c. When were Samaria and Jerusalem destroyed? Where they both rebuilt? (For the historical
material use a Bible dictionary such as the Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 8.)

Micah 1:2-7

a. Why did Jerusalem and Samaria suffer?

bWho is the “1I7” of verse 67?2
cWho is the “ 17 of verse 772

Micah 1: 8,9
aWwho is the *“1°7 of verse 87?2
bWho is the *“it” of verse 972 (Heb: “he” has r1 ec
c.Isthere aconnectonb et ween t he “ He?” of verse 9 and verses
answer.

Micah 1:1-9

a. In your own words summarize the story presented in 1:1-9.
Micah 1:10-16

Skip these verses as an assignment, and read through the Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary
on these verses. They present a very interesting section of Scripture — but verses 10-14 are perhaps too
difficult for us to exegete here.

However, do note the message of verses 15 and 16 when they are translated as they appear in the
translation of verses 10-16 below.

Micah 1:10-16 may be read as follows:
v. 10 —In Gath do not declare; (though) weeping you are not to weep.

In the house for Aphrah (in the house of dust), you roll in the dust.



v. 11 —Pass in nakedness (of) shame, inhabitant of Saphir.

The inhabitant of Zoanan will not go out. (The) customs of mourning of Beth-Haetzel
will take from you its place to stand (support).

v. 12 —Because the inhabitant of Maroth became tired (weak) for good,
because evil went down, from the Lord to the gate of Jerusalem.
v. 13 —Tie up the chariot to the team of horses, O inhabitant of Lachish.

She was the beginning of sin to (the) daughter of Zion, because in you were found the
rebellions of Israel.

v. 14 —Therefore you will give dowry (Holl. 371) unto Moresheth — Gath, houses of Aczieb
(deceit), for deceit, to the kings of Israel.

v. 15 —=Still (yet) the one taking possession (is) father to you, inhabitant of Marasheth, yet (to)
Adulam he will come, the glory of Israel.

v. 16 —Shave (yourselves) bald (fathers), and shear upon the sons of your enjoyment;

Make wide your baldness as a vulture, (fathers), because they (your sons) will go into
captivity from you.



LESSON 4
Micah
Chapter 1 Assignment
Answers
Micah 1:1

To the two capital cities of the children of God, Micah was sent probably during the last half or

one third of the eighth century. Wher eas Sama
that “her wound is incurabl e” wa stheaptopheciegst i mme d
of doom sent by God through his prophets were often only threatenings; therefore, this

prophecy’s quick fulfill ment on Samaria may ha

Jerusalem, as her destruction did not come until the progressive destruction of 606-586 B.C.
The later rebuilding of Jerusalem was not paralleled by a reconstruction of Samaria.
Micah 1:2-7

a. Verse 5a states that the reason for the sufferings foretold was the sins of the people. Their acts
produced the results — God left His holy temple (1:2c), and came down to the earth (1:3), to
reward the sins of the people (1:6, 7).

b. The Lord is tkd&(cf1B,3). of verses 6 an

Micah 1: 8,9
a-C . The “I1 " of wverse 8 is probably Gédhe prophe
notice that it is God who is doing the moving from place to place in verses 2-4, and He is also the
destroyer of verses 6 and 7, therefore the “He
suggest that the “ he” doaddnezzaewoddenakdtheipnosmo meone | i

stand alone without a preceding noun to modify.)

Summary of story: We know from our study of other Biblical passages that we sometimes suffer

because Satan afflicts us, and that we sometimes suffer as a direct result of our deeds, but it

perhaps Is not so clear to us that we sometimes suffer because it is God who afflicts us. In this
writer’'s opinion this is one kind of suffering

The fact that Samaria was not rebuilt tells us something about the limits God places on His
forgiveness and consequent restoration. For some sins there is eternal loss, even if the
transgressor eventually gains eternal life; just as some of the people of the northern kingdom
were involved when the southern kingdom was restored, even through their capitol and nation
were not restored.

Supplement



“Had all who were taken captive held firmly to
light in every place where they were scattered. But they remained impenitent, and still heavier

punishment came upon them. Their calamities were sent for their purification. God would

bring them to the place where t heagventh-dayl d be i n
Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 1194 (MS 151, 1899).

“Whenever He comes to us, His reward is with H
to us every day. Daily He gives us confidence
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 1145 (MS 116, 1902).

“God’s children are always being tested in the
it is not necessary for them to pass through a similar ordeal the second time; but if they fail, the

trial is brought to them again and again, each time being still more trying and severe. Thus

opportunity after opportunity is placed before them of gaining the victory and proving

themselves true to God. But if they continue to manifest rebellion, God is compelled at last to

remove His spirit and light from them (MS 69, 1912).

“Sorrow and trial mu st come to all and is beau
refine the soul as a fit i nstr umengeverithedayd o s er v

Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 1146. (letter 69, 1897).

“Jesus wit h s ogdlaeeaththe purgose df €he husbandsnane The pruning will

cause pain, but it is the Father who applies the knife. He works with no wanton hand or

indifferent heart. There are branches trailing upon the ground; these must be cut loose from

the earthly supports to which their tendrils are fastening. They are to reach heavenward, and

find their support in God. The excessive foliage that draws away the life current from the fruit

must be pruned off. The overgrowth must be cut out, to give room for the healing beams of the

Sun of Righteousness. The husbandman prunes away the harmful growth, that the fruit may be
richer and mor e ab D«uird &f Ages,.p677. EI | en G. Whi t e,

“Ministers and people need the work of purific
turned away fr om t h &enenth-day Adentise Bible Gommethn, violed, i n t he
p. 1150 (MS 33, 1903).

“The truth of Geatisabletomakewa dise unotsatvatidn.hirebelibving
and obeying it you will receive grace sufficient for the duties and trails of today. Grace for
tomorrow you do n o tTestimengedto the Churkh| vbl.8,p.333.. Whi t e,

“ God wand plrove higpsople. One sacred truth after another will be brought to bear
upon their hearts, close and cutting, until their faith will be purified and tried like gold, until all
their dross will be purged away, and Jesus will present them unto his Father without spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing. We must overcome through trials and sufferings, as Jesus overcame.
We must not shun the cross or the suffering part of religion. The language of the heart should



be, Let me know the fellowship of the sufferings of Christ. Let me suffer with him that | may
reign with Hi m. ”Preseft I'ritheamd ReGiew &\WérdldtAréicled, viol. 1tpIb®

“For a small mo me nt have | forsaken thee; but

wrath | hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will | have mercy on

t hee, saith the Lord they Redeemer .’ |l sa 54: 7,

“I'n meekness instructing those that oppose the

repentance to theacknowled gi ng of the truth.” 11 Timothy 2: 2
Micah 1:10-16

Re: verses 15-16 —

These verses, as translated in Assignment Questions under Micah 1:10-16, contain a great

promise and set forth an important principle, for, if the one taking possession and thereby

becoming father to the people of verse 15 is the enemy, as the context implies, then the

promise that “he will come, the gl orthe of | srae
gloryoflilsrael-c omes t o us; whil e ver s eeshobnectssaldilyl s us t he
negate the evil we have brought on ourselves.

The message of these verses is that in our suf
partner |l saiah said, “In all their esdvddl i ct i on
t hem.” (l'sa. 63:9).



LESSON 5

Micah

Chapter 2

Assignment Questions

Micah 2

Read chapter 2 through, then respond to the following:
Micah 2:1-2

Who are the evil people addressed in these verses?
Micah 2:3

What family is “thssthamilV”"wlile.d&wal)®es Wahio evi
Micah 2:4

Who is the “he” of verse 472
Micah 2:5

What is the message of verse 5?
Micah 2:1-5

What is the message of verses 1-5?
Micah 2:6

What is the function of a prophet in verse 6?

Micah 2:7

a. What is the issue regarding the spirit of the Lord in this verse?

b. To whom do the “my words” in verse 7 refer?
Lord” of verse 372
Micah 2:8, 9

a. Who is doing the abusing in verse 8 and verse 9a?
b. How is the glory of God taken away in verse 9b?

Micah 2:10



Whoisto ari se and depart in verse 10a? Who send
Micah 2:11
What is the connection between this verse and 2:6?
Micah 2:12
Who is doing the assembling; who are being assembled? Why are they being assembled?
Micah 2:13
What is the picture this verse is painting?

Micah 2:6-13

What is the message of verse 6:13?



LESSON 5
Micah
Chapter 2

Assignment Answers

Micah 2:1, 2

Those who devise evil. The planners or inventors of injustice and workers of evil who are
pronounced against in these verses are those who have the power to carry out their plans.

Whether their power is in the spiritual, political or physical realm, none who plan and/or carry
out evil are excepted from the pronounced woe.

Micah 2:3
Theis$thamily” of this verse is those who are a
devises evil in 2:3b against those planners of evil is the Lord. Micah 2:3c makes clear that the
evil time i s dthoethecesuit.se of God’ s a

(ForadiscussionofGod as the planner andsummacutof 8foeyf
the Assignment Answers section of Micah 1:8, 9)

Micah 2:4
The “he” of verse 4 is the Lord of verse 3 who
doers. The evil He has set in action results in verse 4 in the people being utterly devastated; the
share of property of God's people He will exch

faithless, or apostate.
Micah 2:5

This verse can b éewilma besloa énethrowing dbwn e rope if lotine
the assembly of the Lord."”

The message of verse 5 here appears quite clearly to be further explanation of the results of the
sins of God's people against tthsedividerdfel | owmen;
promised blessings.

The message of Micah 2:1-5 is that by our sins against our fellowmen (2:1, 2) we can cause God

to turn against us (2:3) in our present circumstances (2:4), and we can cause Him to cancel

promised blessings for the futur e (2 : 5) . But we also know from
repentance and confession were accepted by God, notwithstanding he suffered for his

transgression; . ..



“I'n the joy of his release he sang;havelnotacknowl
hid.

“1 said, I will confess my transgressions unto

“Thou art my hiding place; Thou shalt preserve

‘“Thou shalt compass me about tewatdakthsamdo ngs of del
Prophets, p. 726.

Micah 2:6

The functions of a prophet are various, but in this verse, which is variously translated, the
function of a prophet is to prevent disgrace to the people of God.

( Not e: The ver se ¢ aoushdl eotprophtsg they dhdll gropliesy tbut)s | at e d
they have not prophesied to these, (therefore)

The New American Standard Bible transl ates t hi

But if they do not speak outconcerni ng t hese things, reproaches wi
2:6

Micah 2:7
al b. When the question is raised in verse 7,
Lord,” that question i-s" hparse ctehdee ds phi yonmietn ootfh etrh eq ul

annoyed?”

The implication is that either the spirit of the Lord has become annoyed (straightened), or at

|l east the disgrace of verse 6 is not the resul
words of the Lord of verse 3, have as their result the doing of good to him that walketh uprightly

—not the bringing of disgrace.

Micah 2:8, 9

a.

God’' s peopl e.

b. By appropriating the blessings God had provided the poor with to themselves - by buying too

low and selling too high —the love of God to the poor is obscured. They never come to realize

the blessings God hadsent—s omeone stole it away by fraud. T
mi sunderstandings about God’'s character takes
whil e God’' s puferihgrbinneontt oér | sirdes Hi s splendor

By people abusing other people (2:9a) the splendor or majesty of the character of God is taken
from the children who suffer and don’t see God
His providings for their needs.



This means that the splendor of God here is taken from the children in perhaps three ways:

1. The children don’t hav-d h@od'’'ds dnH a&r actherl di,n
weren’'t changed. This |l oss is of character

2. The splendor of God is taken away by the hunger and want the children experience.
This loss is in knowledge.

3. The splendor of God is taken away from the
of God reflected in the adults with whom they are surrounded and with whom their
parents have dealings. This loss is of example.

That which is lost here from the children is that which men denied Christ had in Isaiah 53:2.
Micah 2:10

God’ s -he ongs whe have been abusing their fellowmen and removing the glory of the
Lord from their children —are the ones here ordered (Heb: imperative) by God Himself to leave
the evil they are doing; because it is polluted and will destroy them with a sore destruction.

Micah 2:11

The connection between verse 11 and verse 6 is that the true prophet of verse 6 who would say

that which would prevent disgrace to the peopl
people, is gladly replaced, by those who cl aim
spirit of false hood and intoxicating drink, as their prophet, in verse 11.

Micah 2:12

If Jacob is a reference to the nation of Judah, and Ephraim another name for the ten tribes of

Israel, then God is here saying that He will (sometime) gather together the remnant of Israe | S

ten tribes and all of Judah and place them where He wants them to be.
Micah 2:13

This verse speaks of the ti mendahhevilltutnfioem r e mnant
the evil they were called to leave in verse ten; pass through the confines that evil placed about
them, and, together with a Christian king going before them, follow the Lord at their head.

The messageofverse6-13 i s that there wild.l be a faithful
people and leaders, who will listen to His counsel and turn from the evil that would have

destroyed them, and the evil leaders (v. 11) who would approve to them their evil deeds, and

follow a king who leads them by following the Lord, their Head.



LESSON 6
Micah

Chapter 3 Assignment Questions

Micah 3

Read Prophets and Kings, pp. 322, 325, and Micah chapter 3.

Micah 3:1-3
Who is the * " of verse one?
Micah 3:4

a. Who is the “they” of verse 4, of
in fact hide His face from them?

b. What is the significance of the Lord hiding His face?

c. What caused the Lord to act this way?

Micah 3:5

Are the prophets of verse 5 God’
Micah 3:6

Who is the subject of the pronouncement of verse 6?
Micah 3:7

a. Are the Seers of verse 7 to be distinguished from the prophets of verse 5?

b. Do the sins of false prophets, accepted

to his true prophets?
Micah 3:8

Who is the “I1I7” of verse 872
Micah 3:6-8

What is the story of these three verses?
Micah 3:9-12

a. For whose sake is zion plowed?
b. What is the message of verse 9-12?

wh om

t

he

Lord

prophets?

by

God



LESSON 6

Micah
Chapter 3 Assignment Answers
Micah 3:1-3
The “1” of verse one is God; i(3t3). i s He who call
Micah 3:4

a. The “they” of verse fleuwlrsoafthehdude ef Isrhebaddbssedia f Judah
3:1.

b. The significance of the Lord hiding His face is to be seen in the results set forth in 3:6-8; God will
not communicate with His people.

c. The sins of the leaders cause God to act this way; it is significant to recall that the
pronouncements of God agai nst idsi—sthepthaothd e ar e t
mi stakes of the followers of God’'s peopl es’ | e

Micah 3:5
No.
Micah 3:6

The prophets of verse 5.

Micah 3:7
a. No.

Yes; because of the sins of God’ s peopl e, commi tted at | east i
false | eader s, s@ohdnase interouphad;iHia plags ot them mave to be
altered.

Micah 3:8
Micah

Micah 3:6-8
Because of the sins of the leaders whom lIsrael is following , God cases to speak t
prophets—t here i s no vision of God for them. But
follows Him even when he must stand alone, God gives power, the Spirit of the Lord, and
courage to make God’s feelings known.

Micah 3:9-12



a. Thesinsoftherulersandleadersof3:1-3 result in God’s hidin
answering when they c¢ry to Him (3:4).
them visions. But when these leaders add to their sins by saying that God is leading them and
therefore no harm can come to them, God orders for Zion to be plowed as a field and Jerusalem
to become a heap of ruins.

b. Themessageofverses9-12 i s that when God’ s peoeoyarke
foll owing God, and that He wil/l protect
as to bring about results that are eternal.

Micah 3:9-12

Note: If the plowing-of-zion prophecy is in fact not finally fulfilled until A.D. 70, while Micah
made the prophecy in the eighth century B.C,, it is clear that

“The forbearance o0 f-sod@eathabhvwhen whcengder the @mntiyuoug
insult to His holy commandments, we marvel. The Omnipotent One has been exerting a
restraining power over His own attributes.

“God all ows men a period of probati on;
exhausted, and the judgments of God are sure to follow. The Lord bears long with men, and
with cities, mercifully giving warning s to save them from divine wrath; but a time will come
when pleadings for mercy will no longer be heard, and the rebellious element that continues to
reject the light of truth will be blotted out, in mercy to themselves and to those who would
otherwisebeinfluenced by t heir e xPophgtslame Kirigs,p.226. | e n

“The desolation of Jerusalem stands as
corrections given through his chosen in
G. White in Present Truth and Review & Herald Articles, vol. 1, p. 535.

Micah 3:12

For further study: If the destruction of A.D. 70 is the result of a cumulation of sins, does A.D. 70,
and its events, have a tie to sins committed prior to 606 B.C.? Does this passage teach that
there are sins that though rebuked by Micah and his contemporaries, and punished (606-586)
and forgiven (rebuilding of the Temple), are still shedding an influence for evil which adds to the
cumulative total which results in the events of A.D. 70? For help with the answer to this
question see Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, pp. 26-29.

g his f

The sin

s | eade
t hem,

reat

but t he

G. Whi

a warni
strumen



LESSON 7
Micah
Chapter 4

Assignment Questions

Micah 4
Read Micah 4

Introduction: The eschatology of the Old Testament is different in structure from that of the
New Testament. I n the Old Testament God’'s peo

out God's plan for His people’s lives; the peo
responding with more blessings and more revelations of His will.
As the nations surrounding | srael (a united na

asked to join with Israel in the covenant, or they rebelled and were destroyed; their
geographical territory baelbcoupiedthdwhaleeaatlhded t o | s

In the midst of this process the Messiah would come, die, resurrect, go back to Heaven, and
then shortly return to earth, here to set up His kingdom. Thus one would have in existence at
one time a portion of the earth like unto Heaven, and a portion of the earth as of yet
unrenewed. (For the study of this Old Testament eschatology read in the Seventh-day Adventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 4, pp. 25-39.

Micah 4:1-8 is reflective of the eschatology of the Old Testament.
Micah 4:1-5

Why does Micah 4:1-5 follow Micah 3:12?
Micah 4:6-8

a. Compare the results of Micah 3:6, 7, 9-11 as set forth in 3:12 with the results of 4:1-4 as
expressed in 4:6-8.

b. What does this cause and effect pictimhise portra
own life —in the life of his nation?

c. lIsthiscause-and-ef f ect portrayal parallel to God’'s meth
divine basis of judgment? Consult Matthew 25:31-46.

d. Whyis 4:1-8 placed between 3:12 and 4:9, 10a, and 11?

Micah 4:9, 10a

a. When is “now"” in 4:9 and in 4:10a?
b. What is the connection between 3:12 and 4:9, 10a?



c. What s the story told by 4:9, 10a?
Micah 4:10b

These clauses say, there you will be delivered, there the Lord will redeem you from the power of
your enemies; where is there? Where was this promise historically fulfilled?

Micah 4:11
Who is “you” in 4:117?
Micah 4:12a
a. Who is “they” in 4:12a and 12b?
b. Who is “them” in 4:12c?
Micah 4:13
a. What is Israel’”s role in 4:137?

b. What is the message of 4:10c and 13?
c. Do these events fulfill the prophecy in 4:1-8



LESSON 7

Micah
Chapter 4 Assignment Answers
Micah 4:1-5
Speaking of the times of I saiah and Micah and the

troubl e and dar kness’' an dfutiredvasmade sight bpnieansofi gui s h'’ (
many precious communications to the church of God
The Present Truth and Review & Harold Articles, vol. 6, p. 482.

Here Micah 3:12's pr edilgfollowedbsgpictorksofthdpess ast er ar e i mm
Micah 4:6-8

a. Micah3:6,7,9, 10, 11 and 12 shows that the continual and progressive sin by leaders and
people result first in the loss of specific but ever widening blessings God would like to send, or
has been sending, such losses finally culminating in complete destruction of that which the
erring considered to be their source of strength; here —the temple and Jerusalem.

Micah4:1-4and6-8 s hows t hat God’s withdrawal of bl ess
3:12, result in blessings to those who turn to God in their hour of need.

“He will punish those who misrepresent Him, bu
To those who call upon Him for strength for the development of Christian character, He will give
al | needed h ePlophetsandKifgd, g.5®h Whi t e,

These verses also show us that the blessings G

blessing to other nations as well as repentantIsrael—“ And numer ous ndalHey ons Wwi
will say walk, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob and
He will teach us from His ways and we will wal

Finally, we see God not only the teacher and judge of His people, but their healer and Savior as

well.
“Satan, by means of his success in turning man
god of this world.’ thaCoohoehivassAdam' sThas-d

usurper. But the Son of God proposed to come to this earth to pay the penalty of sin, and thus

not only redeem man, but recover the dominion forfeited. It is of this restoration that Micah
prophesied when he said, “0O Tower Zof,untohe f | ock
Thee shall it come,event he f i r st domi ni on . 'PropMétsaral Hingdp. 8 . ” E I
682.




These verses show that God, often, is limited in His blessing-giving to acts by Him directed to us
that reveal the way He sees our acts accentuating our devaluing the work He is doing to bring
about a restoration from the effects brought by sin.

The exceptions to these limitations are those times when He is acting for His own name sake.
This principle is true of God’'—asMicaB:Rthtwe.n t o na

This cause-and-effect portrayal is parallel to the divine basis for judgment —b u t not to God’
method of bringing about salvation.

Matthew 25:31-46 teaches that in the judgment we are rewarded on the basis of our works,
whi |l e God’ dvationgstfohHindto resgond so@xpressions of faith. Justification,
sanctification, and new birth, etc., are God-produced results that come in association with
decisions as acts of faith done by us.

Mr s . White writes that reonfythrougiaHisbetoyed Sanpaade wi t h Go
good works are but the result of the working of His sin-pardoning love. They are no credit to us,

and we have nothing accorded to us for our good works by which we may claim a part in the
salvation of oursouls. Salvat i on i s God’'s free gift to the beli
alone. The troubled soul may find peace through faith in Christ, and his peace will be in

proportion to his faith and trust. He cannot present his good works as a plea for the salvation of

his soul.

“But are good works of no real value? Il s the
regarded of God with the same favor as the one who through faith in Christ tries to work in his
integrity? The Scr i tkmhaoshigcreated & Gheist Jesysunto¥ded ar e hi s
wor ks, which God hath before oHddaimened t hat we
arrangement, through His unmerited favor, the Lord has ordained that good works shall be

rewarded. We are accepted through Christ ' s mer it al one; and the acts
charity, which we perform, are the fruits of faith; and they become a blessing to us; for men are

to be rewarded according to their works. It is the fragrance of the merit of Christ that makes

our good works acceptable to God, and it is grace that enables us to do the works for which He

rewards us. Our works in and of themselves have no merit. When we have done all that it is

possible for us to do, we are to count ourselves as unprofitable servants. We deserve no thanks

from God. We have only done what it was our duty to do, and our works could not have been

performed in the strength of our own sinful natures.

“The Lord has bidden us to draw nigh too Him an
Him, we receive the grace by which to do those works which will be rewarded at His hands (RH



Jan. 20, 1895) .7 ElIl en G. Whi t e, Review and He
Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, pp. 637-641.)
d. Micah 4:1-8 is placed after 3:12 to make a time of trouble and anguish be seen in the context of

the future which was made bright by promises of future triumph; Israel was here assured that
God never strikes a useless blow —those who endure His correcting would live in people — but
the transformation had not yet been realized, therefore, Micah 4:9, 10a, and 11 served to call
the people back to the present.

Micah 4:9, 10a

a. “Now” is the day in which Micah addressed them
b. Micah3:12isaprophecy of doom for God’'s people that does
simply states what will happen, while 4:9, is a prophecy of doom that is stated to be for the
people Micah is speaking to. The present fulfillment of 4:9, 10a gives certainty to the future
fulfillment of 3:12.

c. lsrael’”s chosen gods and | eaders are powerl ess
trouble.
Micah 4:10b
“There” i s i n B askglwhenme causedtbem toexgdeeeacmtdad which turned them
back to Him, and when He caused their captors to set them free at the end of the 70 years of Babylonian
captivity.
Micah 4:11
“You” is God's professed foll owers.
Micah 4:12
a. “They” in 4:12 is the many nations of 4:11 who
b. “ Them” i Isnatiofsehostilotsltrdel-who don’t realize they are
Lord.
Micah 4:13
a. Il srael s rol e in théjudgnenvoéGodoa thdnationsGdhbsr i ng about

assembled (4:12), for the pur pujsstgainmedfdwaalthl easi ng
b. God will rescue His people from the trouble He has arranged for them, when they have become

—through their trials —the kind of people who can help Him with His work on this earth. This

principle is eternal, therefore the secondary application of Micah 4:10-12 is to the church of

God, “in the hou+" tofe hgrreagtr efaitreaslt eernds in th

(Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, pp. 537, 538.)




c. The prophecy of hope in 4:1-8 is not fulfilled by any of the other events described in chapter 4.
The gathering of the nations described in the events of 4:9-13 is brought about by God for their
judgment (4:13c), not for their peaceful coexistence with Israel in the service of the Lord.

Note:

“In the annals of human history, the growth of nations, the rise and fall of empires, appear as if
dependent on the will and prowess of man; the shaping of events seems, to a great degree, to
be determined by his power, ambition, or caprice. Butin the word of God the curtain is drawn
aside, and we behold, above, behind, and through all the play and counterplay of human
interest and power and passions, the agencies of the All-merciful One, silently, patiently working
out the counsel s of [IRropbetsand Kingswp. 499, 500. EI'l en G.

“1 n t hoeGodwmyristhis clearly set forth. Here it is shown that the strength of nations, as
of individuals, is not found in the opportunities or facilities that appear to make them invincible;
it is not found in their boasted greatness. It is measured by the fidelity with which they fulfill
God’ s purpose.’” Il bid, p. 502.



LESSON 8

Micah
Chapter 5 Assignment Questions
Read
Micah 5
Micah 6:1
a. What is the message of 5:1?
Micah 5:2
a. What is the siagmd faganceamnd “ffrom tthe days of
b. What is the message of 5:2?
Micah 5:3
What is the message of this verse?
Micah 5:4
a. Who is “He” in verse 472
b. What is “they”?
c. What is the message of this verse?
Micah 5:5a
a. Who is “this one”?
b. What function does He have?
Micah 5:5b, 6
What is the message?
Micah 5:7, 8
a. When is “then”?
b. What is the message of these verses?
Micah 5:9
a. Whose | and is “your |l and”?

b. What is the message of verse9?

Micah 5:10-14



a. What day is “that day” in verse 10°7?
b. Whose horses, chariots, etc., are to be destroyed in verses 10-14?
c. Whois the destroyer?
d. What is the function of the destruction here foretold?
Micah 5:15
a. Who is the destroyer in this verse and against whom is this destruction?
b. What is the result of the destructions described in 5:9-15? Compare their cause and purpose
with the cause and purpose of the conflict foretold in 5:5b and 6.
Micah 5:1-15
a. What is the message of chapter 5?
b. Is this Old Testament or New Testament eschatology?



LESSON 8

Micah

Chapter 5

Assignment Answers

Micah 5:1

In the Hebrew Bible the material found in our English bible as Micah 5:1 is the last verse of
Micah, Chapter 4.

In our English Bible Micah 5:1 is another prophecy of doom to the rebellious people who claim

to be serving God; in the Hebrew chapter and verse numbering it is a continuation of the

prophecy of doom beginning in Micah 4:9. However one numbers it, the verse is a message of
judgment against God’'s rebellious peopl e. The
planned for them to lose.

Micah 5:2

a. The phrase “from |l ong ago” can also be transl at
ti mes” (BDB), but it interestingly also has th
ancient times” or “from |l ong tabge”e&@dASB), (8anoh

translation would be very interesting in the light of the Biblical kings of the east who might then
be seen as the forces of God.)

The phrase “from the days of eternity” is from
“f or ev e ray).”Inthe [nteheive foren the stress is on the concept translated
“everlastingness” (BDB) .

I n Micah 4:7 the prophet says the Lord will re

and of 5:2 being translated from the same Hebrew word. Here forever, therefore, can be
carrying the meaning of a concept expressed by Mrs. White as living as long as God lives.

The significance of these phrases occurring together is that a general concept of long-timeness
becomes a description of that which, or the one who, actually parallels or bears eternity.

b. The message of Micah 5:2 is that from Bethlehem, the smallest or youngest in the thousands of
Judah, is to come forth to the Lord (Heb.: From you to Me), the One to become the One ruling,
or exercising dominion, in Israel; this One has had his beginning or going forth from eternity —

therefore He is divine.



Note: Mrs. White said the Jews could have known the Christ was divine; perhaps the Biblical
support for that statement is as clear in this passage as in i.e., Isa. 9:6.

Micah 5:3

Micah 5:3 says that Israel, the rebellious and offensive children of God, will be given up by Him

unt il Hi s speci al ruler is born. The message
they have no hope of becoming right with Him again apart from the special One who is to be

born (verse 3a).

After His birth the sons of Israel will again become united (verse 3b).
Micah 5:4

a. “ He " promised rble of 5:2, 3.
“They"” is the rul ed; the united sons of | srael
c. The message of the verse is that the promised ruler will rule over the united sons of Israel in the
power and majesty of the name of the Lord; therefore he will become famous (great) to the
ends of theearthandhis subjects will now “|-NASB Hébn safety”
dwell, or sit down).

Micah 5:5a

“This one” is the ruler of 5: 4. His role is t
rules. (Note: This phrase appears to be the concluding line of Micah 5:4).

Micah 5:5b, 6
When the Assyrianinvades | srael’s | and, t h ebaawilriss o f | sr a
against him so successfully that they will become the rulers of Assyria (5:6a), because of the
speci al bl essing of God realized &jdtyaodugh | sr ae
power of the name of the Lord.
Micah 5:7, 8
a. “Then” is when God’ s ruler does God’'s wil/l and
b. When God’'s people follow God’'s true | eader the

from God, like the dew, doing His bidding, and not waiting for approval from men (5;7), some of
the time —but they are also as a young lion among sheep; when they seek to destroy there is no
one to rescue those they attack (5:8).

Not e: This portrayal —thdsewBoxddalwaysasdpraptlyawvhat Rul er ' s
He wills — as acting dual parts —on the one hand being as gentle as the dew, and on the other

hand being like a hungry lion among a flock of sheep, tearing whoever he will, is very interesting

in the light of the New Testament passages where Jesus is called the Lamb of God.



As the Amnos Lamb He gives His life to suffer and die, but as the Arnion Lamb He manifests the
qualities of the lion of the tribe of Judah (Rev. 5:5). The Arnion is here a composite symbol —
suffering Amnos plus mighty lion.

Mrs. White resolved these two apparently contradictory qualities when she wrote that Jesus
was the Lamb to the saved and the Lion to the lost. An exegetical study of the New Testament
lamb passages shows this to be a very precise summary of the significance of the Lamb title as
applied to Jesus in the New Testament. (For supporting evidence see Bernard Spencer, a thesis
(M.TH.; Andrews University) entitled Jesus As the Lamb.).

Micah 5:9

a. The hand of Go d'issbheden fgecta | ruler and H
The message of 5:9b is that God is against the adversaries of His people; when His people follow
faithfully His plan for them, all their enemies will be destroyed.

Not e: This work of God’ s peo®lod’ wi lpleolpé ei mr feu
a lion among sheep —not in fulfillment of 5:8a where they are likened to dew and a gentle rain;

as such it parallels exactly the New Testament teaching of Jesus as the Arnion Lamb with a dual

nature —savior and destroyer.

Micah 5:10-14

a. “The day” is the time when God’ s special ruler
blessing, gentle as the dew, or a terror to their adversaries, as a young lion; which qualities
being displayed depending on the expression of His will that God communicates.
b. ]l srael’s horses, chariots, @tc., are the ones
c. The Lord (Jehovah) who is served by the special Ruler of 5:2.
The function of the destruction prophesied in these verses is to take away from Israel her
obvious source of strength and the remnants of false worship, making it obvious that any future
strength manifested by | sr ael-Hebsingtheonhedtity on i s s
they have left.

Micah 5:15

a. The Lord, Jehovah, is the destroyer of the nations who are disobedient to Him.
b. The conflict in 5:9-15 makes Israel dependent on her only God, and makes the earth to be
territory owned by God.

The earlier conflict in 5:5b and 68foeekde t he | a
| srsaebleecomi ng God’ s wusef ul peopl e; Hi s hold in



Micah 5:1-15

a. The message of this chapter is that God is good to His errant people, for the prophesies of doom
were accompanied by promises of restoration and prophesies of the advent of the Messiah.
This chapter also portrays that the sore chastisements of the earlier chapters, grievous though
they might haveseemedat t h e tdibemsd by 4 meroiful Providence as a means of
salvation."” Ell en G. Wh éerdldeirtidles) VolB,rp.et&le n t Trut h a

Through His grace the curse works out blessing.

b. The setting of Micah 5 is Old Testament eschatology (compare Micah 4:10 and 5:3-5 for the
approximate time of the prophesied restoration). (You may want to read again SDABC 25-39.)



LESSON 9
Micah
Chapter 6

Assignment Questions

Read chapter 6 through, then respond to the following:
Micah 6:1, 2
What is happening in these verses?
Micah 6:3
Who is speaking?
Micah 6:4
What is the question behind the deeds listed?
Micah 6:5

What is the message of this verse? In your answer be sure to include the relationship between

the “counsel of Bal ak,” the “answer of Bal aam,
Micah 6:6, 7
a. Who i s the “1°7 of 6: 6a? Il s it the same * " as

b. Inyour own words, re-state the question of 6:6, 7?
c. What is the soul that can sin a sin for which the fruit of the body is inadequate?

Micah 6:8

Why does verse 8 follow verses 6 and 7?
What is the connection between the rejected sacrifices (sacrifices were ordered by God), and
the admonition to do justly and love mercy?

c. What is the message of 6:6-8?

Micah 6:9-12
What is the message here?

Micah 6:13-15



a. Who causes the troubles listed in verses 13-15 directly, and indirectly?
Micah 6:16
a. Whoisaddressedinverseléd—“ Theeef or . you

find the answer check the antecedent to each pronoun in the chapter.)

b. What is the message of this verse?

Wi

bear

t

he

rep



LESSON 9

Micah

Chapter 6

Assignment Answers

Micah 6:1, 2

Micah is inviting the Lord to present His case against His people to the Mountains and hills,
because the Lord has a case against His people, and they are acting as if they had become weary
of listening to Him.

Micah 6:3

God speaks, not to the hills, but to His people, and invites them to reply. His question —How did
| weary you?

Micah 6:4
Are these the kind of activities that weary you?
Micah 6:5

The message of this verse is that Goaéalas peopl e
wanted Balaam to say, and what Balaam wanted to say, with what Balaam actually said, because

the difference reveals the right doingness of the Lord, in behalf of Israel; the ones who are

complaining of Him by way of not listening to His counsel.

Micah 6:6, 7
a. Those who wished to respond to God after hearing His appeal, in 6:1-5 | are the “I17" of
“1" of 6:3 is the Lord.
b. The question of 6:6, 7 is capable of beingreep hr ased into the New Test ame
must | do to be saved?”

It is possible that the description of what a leper was to bring to the cleansing ritual which
followed his having been healed of leprosy (see Lev. 14:10), was the

cause of this question.



The cleansing ritual of a healing leper included two separate services; to the one service, the
leper to be pronounced clean, had to bring certain supplies which were used in the ritual of the
service. If the leper did not bring the prescribed materials, there was no service —he could not
be pronounced clean.

But to the other segment of the cleansing ritual, the leper was to take nothing (see Lev. 14:1-7).

It is of great interest to note that the two services parallel the objective and subjective portions
of the atonement; the work of Christ on our behalf, to which we can add nothing, and the work
of Christ on our behalf which is only effective after we respond to His working in our lives.

With this understanding of this one portion of the sanctuary ritual, we recognize that it is not
necessary to assume the question, “what shal.l
will as it has been revealed in the past.

What is the soul that can sin a sin for which the fruit of the body, and prescribed offerings, are
inadequate?

The answer to this question is academically seen differently by various schools of thought. To
pointtoouranswer to the question “what is the soul,
Spirit of Prophecy materials. Make a | ist of
your own favorite quote on this topic.

“Adam was a n o bdwerful hiad, arwil in hamnhbny with theawill pf God, and
affections that centered upon heaven. He possessed a body heir to no disease, and a soul
bearing the iTrpe e sYo wtfh 'Dse jptsgs.(Mar.5,a9030.r Articl es

“The e n tbidy, eoul flare spintgmust be brought into subjection to God, to be used by
Him as an instrumBEmd Ydutrh'gd t leppsBaiMowessSs1oa)y’ Ar t i cl

“By sin we have been severed fr oouonseltemweard i f e of
no more capable of Iliving a holy | iTheDestrehnan was

of Ages, p. 203.

“When the soul has been cleansed, i tThei s t he du
Youth’s | ns,pb6R(MMar.G,n9034rticl es

“You must not imperil VyheYoustbu$ bygssslwchgr wiAt o
(July 27, 1899).

“By giving his only begotten son to die on the
on the huThavausbus$ . I ns tprasddaly®e, 18®x t i cl es




“Chri st healed the man, both soul and body, s h
bring peace and righteousness to the conscience-s t r i ck dmes ¥wlut™M’' s |, nstruct
p. 369 (Sept. 11, 1898).

“We are to ask ourselves the question ‘“How is
makes a man or woman mor e patifie UnionRecsrdertAltidesy si | ver
p. 1 (Arg. 1,1901).

“Yes, t he Wobreddolife. E&S of d daily. T wtll imfese immortal vigor into your
soul, perfecting your experience, Paificdnidar i ngi ng
Recorder Articles, p. 164 (Dec. 22, 1904).

“When the grace odsoul@id bk surramded wish anvatimbsphérenof faith h
and courage and Christlike love, an atmosphere invigorating to the spiritual life of all who inhale
i t Pacific Union Recorder Articles, p. 188 (Apr. 13, 1905).

“The Spirit of $Sodl|l , re@ueiedc ke nGodpa Wdokersf gh285. f acul t i e

“When man sinned, his nature became evi |, and
Satan. . . . 1t is the grace that Christ i mpl a
Present Truth and Review & Herald Articles, vol. 1, p. 329 (cf. G.C. 506).

“The bal ef ul i nfl uence oPfesers Tiruth ano Reviesv& Hesaldt he | i f e
Articles, vol.1, p. 339.

“1f to save the body f r onbedciteoff brbventhe dyepludked ot or t
out, how much more earnest should the Christian be to put away sin, which brings death to the
S 0 u The Atts of the Apostles, p. 313.

“The grace of God comes to the sotaithitsihr ough th
our power Massagesxoe&/aurg Pesple,.p."72.

“Then |l et us not be satisfied with only a Iitt
us from t he s Presantimth andReviewl addHerdld. Afticles, vol. 2, p. 555
(Mar. 29, 1892).

“When truth becomes an abiding principle in th
seed, but of incorruptible, by theThaosol of God

the Apostles, p. 520.



“ | n dtchless gifhof His Son, God has encircled the whole world with an atmosphere of
grace as real as the air which circulates around the globe. All who choose to breathe this life-

giving atmosphere will live and grow up to the stature of men andwomeninChr i st Jesus.
Steps to Christ, p. 68.

“When he suffers death for Christ’s sake, t he
t hey cannot TieWAdsbftht Apestlespo83.1 .

“The soul t hat God has crfereatvaud beausebftflehr i st has
possibilities before it, the spiritual advantages that have been granted it, the capabilities that it

may possess if vitalized by the word of God, and the immortality it may gain through the hope
present ed i TheAttdokthe postep, p. 870.”

“The good resolutions made in one’s owh strengt
world will break the power of evil habit. Never will men practice temperance in all things until

their hearts are renewed by divine grace. We cannot keep ourselves from sin for one moment.

Every moments we are dependent upon God.

“True reformation begins with soul cleansing.
only as the grace of Christ reshapes the character and the soul is brought into living connections
withGo d . ” E | The Minis€y.of H&dhing, ppel79, 180.

Micah 6:8

a. Micahin 6:8 answers the question Israel asked in 6:6, 7 by saying, He has told you what He
cares about from you —doing justice and loving godly deeds, and living modestly while walking
with your God.

b. The connection is found in the focal-point of the server-of-God; a commitment to God
accompanied by obedience to God' s expressed wi
ever God leads, while a commitment to that which is commanded by God results in
disobedience at the point that the requirement is changed. The Jews killed Jesus and the
apostles for several reasons, one of which was

c. The message of 6:6-8 is that to come before the Lord | must bring right acts done to my
neighbor, while | was walking with God — being easy to guide. Such a process —obedience to the
commandments of God —results in the reproduction in the individual of the character of the
One he is obeying.

Micah 6:9-12
After what the Lord has done for Israel listedin6:1-5, and after | srael’”s ingq
answer in 6:6-8, the questionsin6:9-1 2 ar e, I s wickedness yet ret ai

midst, and, can God justify wickedness while it is retained?



The message of 6:9-12 is that in spite of what God has done for His people and their professions
to be seeking His will, there is no justification for them while they retain wickedness in their

midst.
Micah 6:13-15
The troubles coming on | srael are directly <cau
these troubles only come because of Israel’ s e
Micah 6:16

a.

The Interlinear Bible (gen. ed. & translators Jay P. Green sr., Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,
1982), translates Micah 6:16 as follows:

“And (one) has kept himself (as to) the statue
and you walk in their counsels, so that | may give you for a horror, and her inhabitants for a
hi ssing; and the disgrace of My people you sha

(The Hebrew of the first phrase is unusual but not grammatically incorrect; the form is third
person masculine and can, of ¢ o uotranelateitbye t r ans |
the i mpersonal form, “and one."” The context S
Interlinear Bible uses. Where the verse is translated this way, it has an interesting message.)

To determine who is addressed in the last phrase of the chapter, we will check the antecedent
to each of the pronouns in the chapter, watching for the story they develop.

Inverses 3-5 yd‘u i s in refer@odhringthe pokesrmry. peopl e”
I n verse 8 “You” i sitytaddéslymgresidemtsnt ri ch men of th

In verses 14 and 15 the same group of people is the topic. In verse 16 there are several
pronouns, as follows:

I n the first phrase, “and (one) has kept himse
thehouseofAhab, ” (one) refers to an unfaithful | ead
In verse 16b “and you walk in their counsels,”
the false | eader or | eader s, while “their?” r ef
Inversel6c,“ so t hat | may give you for a horror,” *“I

spokesman her e, thdfdlsé¢ leaderofyleaders of Ibagwheistsbe treated in
such a way as will result in his situation and experience causing others to be horrified.



In verse 16d, “and her inhabitants for a hissi
bringing judgments on.

I n verse 16e, “and the disgrace of My people vy
“you”" (Heb:tBemlphiders who brought on the stat
judgments.

(Note there are other translations and accompanying messages to parts of the verse. The

Hebrew is difficult.)

The message of these verses, as translated, isthatwhenGod’ s | eader s and peopl e
both will suffer; and people will not go unpunished because they were lead into error by

following apostate leaders, but there is a special responsibility the false leader has to meet at

God’s hand.

For more information on this concept of leader accountability see, for example:
1. Ellen G. White, the Great Controversy, pp. 598-599, 654-657.
2. Jeremiah 28:15-17.



LESSON 10

Micah
Chapter 7 Assignment Questions
Micah 7:1
a. Who is the “I1I" of 7:1°7?
What is the message of thephr a s e , “Like the fruit pickers and
Hebrew reads, “ am as the harvests of summer
cc. What is the messageriogetthieg phhhiacske ,1 “©Orawef? r sN
“t heme dlsuster for eating, early figs she crav

d. What is the cause of the messages occurring in the phrases referred to in b and c?

Micah 7:2-6
What is the message of the phrase in verse 4b
postawatchman, your puni shment will <come. Then the
Micah 7:7
Who is the “1” of this verse?
Micah 7:5-8

What is the message of these verses? What is God here like?
Micah 7:7-9

a. Whois the sufferer? Primary application? Secondary application? Is there a third application?
b. Why does he suffer?
c.  What brings an end to his suffering?

Micah 7:10-13
a. Who is “your” in verse 11, and “you” in verse
b. Why is there desolation in verse 13 and growth in verses 11 and 127?
c. Do these verses set forth the eschatology of the Old Testament or of the New Testament?
d. What is the message of these verses?

Micah 7:14



Who is the spokesman in this verse?
Micah 7:15-17a

Who is speaking?
Micah 7:17b-20

a. Whoiis talking?
b. What message is being given?

Micah 7:1-20

In a couple of sentences, in your own words, summarize the message of this chapter.



LESSON 10

Micah
Chapter 7 Assignment Answers
Micah 7:1
a. Micah is the “1” of 7:1, in the primary applic
b. Heis one of very few left.
c. He desired companionship in his life with God —in his innermost life —and there was none.
d. The cause of the messages occurring in these verses is the lack which Micah is experiencing;

which lackisduetoGod’ s predicted future acts in respons
hand (cf.6:13-16), acts which cause him to feel separated from God, and it is due to the
continuing sins of the people in the present, on the other hand (cf. 7:2-6).

Micah 7:2-6
The Hebrew of 4b can be translated, “(the) day
appointment ) , she is coming. Now wi || be their con

The message of this phrase is that inspite of the present successes and the large extensiveness
of evil, judgment will come; and its coming will bring confusion to those who were living as if
God was no longer going to do anything — either good or bad.

Micah 7:5-8
Mi cah’'s experience of God is modul ated through
Micah encounters God in these verses as a member of that nation against whom God is bringing
eviibecaus e of the nation’s identification of thems

Micah recognizes that in times of retributive acts of judgment by God against His people the
righteous suffer with the wicked, nevertheless he declares that the end of the righteous and the
end of wicked is not the same. Hestatesth at h e “ Willlstdnd waiting fortithe) God
of my salvation. He will harken to me, my God.

“Do not rejoice my enemies to me because he ha
“Whenmn i nsidar kness, the Lord is a | ight to me."”

In these verses God is the One who in spite of appearances and/or circumstances never is failing
those whose trust is in Him.

Micah 7:7-9



a. Inthe primary application Micah is the sufferer. (For the other applications, see the rest of the
notes on this chapter.)

b. He suffers because he is a part of Israel in a time of evil (7:9b). (It should be noted that the part
of suffering he experienced by being a part of Israel he could have avoided by simply
disassociating himself with Israel.)

c. That which brings about an end to his suffering is the character of God. In these verses the One
who brings an end to suffering is the same One who afflicts the people for their sins when they
follow evil (6:16). The Source of Salvation acts on their behalf when they wait on Him (7:7-9).
Here He again reveals Himself as the Lion to the rebellious, the Lamb to the righteous.

Note the qualities to which God is responding in these verses:

Watch expectantly - verse 7a
Wait -verse 7b
(Speak) He will hear - verse 7c
(Faith) I will arise - verse 8b
(Letting God lead and believing in His goodness).
Bear the indignation of the Lord - verse 9a
(confession of sin) | have sinned - verse 9b

Note God’' s response:

Pleads my case - verse 9c
Brings me out to the light - verse 9d
(Changes my viewpoint) | will see his right doing or,
(Reward) | will see His right doing - verse 9e
Micah 7:10-13
a. lsrael

There is desolation in verse 13 because the fruit of the deeds being rewarded is evil; in verses 11
and 12 the growth is the result of cooperation with God.

c. They set forth Old Testament eschatology.
There will come a time when the righteous will see evil suffer, and righteousness will increase
and be appreciated.

Micah 7:14
The primary application is Micah speaking
Micah 7:15-17a
God is speaking —in response to the words spoken in verse 14.

Micah 7:17b-20



a. The primary application is to Micah.
b. The message is that people who come to God in fear find in Him a wonderful friend — because
that is the kind of person He is; and has always planned on being (v.20c).

Micah 7:1-20

Though Micah Ilived in a time of apostasy by Go
though his fellowmen were not to be trusted, and he himself experienced the correction of God,
he found in God hope for the future, for himself and for the nation.

This hope was based in a knowledge of the character of God he had acquired as he sought the
Lord for himself and his nation in a troubled time.

Not e: “ Bi d lotk hoeto dircermstarices, tb thé veeakness of self, or to the power of
temptation, but to the power of God’'s word. A
“Tal k courage to the peopl e; . . . He who is f

them from all unrighteousness.

“Nothing is apparently more helpless, yet real
nothingness and relies wholly on the merits of the Saviour. By prayer, by study of His word, by

faith in His abiding presence, the weakest of human beings may live in contact with the living

Christ, and He will hold him by the hand that will never let go.

“These precious words every soul that abides 1in

‘o wi || | ook unto the Lord;
| will wait for the God of my salvation;

My God will hear me.

Rejoice not against me, O my enemy;

When | fall, | shall arise;

When | sit in darkness,

The Lord shall be a Ilight unto me.’ Mi cah 7:7
“He wi I | again have compassi on dawillblstoutour

iniquities;

Yea, Thou wilt cast all our sins Into the depths

oftheseal Mi cah 7: 19 Noyes."’
Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing, pp 181-182.




Supplement to Micah chapter 7 Notes

In Isaiah 7 we read of a prophet of God making a prediction to a king; the prophecy, when it was
fulfilled, was a sign to the king whom the prophet made the prediction to.

This prophecy by Isaiah to Ahaz, with a primary application to their time, is picked up by Matthew and
revealed to be a prophecy of the Savior of the world and the manner of His birth.

This may at first seem strange to us; but then we realize that the Bible is the story of God in relation to

Hi s creatures. I have often wished to have been
the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the s
Different commentarieshave not ed that in Micah 7 the pronoun *I

than the weight of a Micah. It is sometimes suggested that the spokesman is therefore a collective unit
such as the community of Israel.

This writer also feels there is more weightthanj ust t he prophet Micah riding
chapter. It is the opinion of this writer that w
Lord,” (7: 9b)isamésdmmictproghdeyethapwhile theapgneary application of the

pronoun —the spokesman is Micah —is to Micah, that the secondary application is to the Savior (the

third application being to us).

When read this way the dialogue is by Christ about Himself, His work, and His experiences as a redeemer
living here on earth, including Calvary.

When viewed this way

7:1-13 Is Christ speaking to whoever will listen;
7:14 Christ to the Father, or the Father to Christ;
7:15 the Father speaking

7:16-18 Christ speaking

7:19a Israel responds

7:19b Christ speaking

7:20 Israel responds

(Reread the chapter watching for this dimension and see if you agree.)

Maybe this is one of the passages Christ opened to the disciples on the way to Emmaus.



INTRODUCTION TO ZEPHANIAH

“During the reign of J oZephaaidh, sgedifying phaialytitk resultsoft he Lor d
continued apostasy, and calling the attention of the true church to the glorious prospect beyond. His

prophecies of impending judgment upon Judah apply with equal force to the judgments that are to fall

uponthe i mpenitent world at the ti me ofProghdtseandsecond a

Kings, p. 389.

The reason Zephaniah’'s materi al is relevant to ou
day of the Lord, but it is also because God’ s met hod of resolving the issue
unchanging.

Notice:

“With unerring accuracy the I nfinite One stild]l k e

tendered, with calls to repentance, this account remains open; but when the figures reach a certain
amount which God has fixed, the ministry of wrath begins. The account is closed; Divine patience
ceases. Mercy no | onger pleads in their behalf."”

The Principle of limited mercy has been active throughout salvation history. Speaking of the time when

|l srael was about to go beyond the | imits of mercy
rejection of Christ during the triumphal entry, *
down from the golden throne to give place to justice and swift-c o mi ng judgment .~ El |l er

The Desire of Ages p. 578.

This principle, that God keeps an account with nations, is also true with individuals in their treatment of
one another. Notice the following story:

“Many of the officers in charge of steamers and o
Satan by liquor drinking. A continuance of this indulgence destroys the brain nerve power, and they

become incapable of doing their work. We know not how many times God has interposed to save a

whole ship’s company from destruction because the
For their sake He has wrought wondrously. But there comes a time when the line of forbearance is

passed. Mercy steps down from her golden throne, and, folding her wings, departs, Then the enemy is
permitted to do t hat wthiteinBigndokthe tintes) g4, pt128. d o . ” EIl e

“The voice of mercy is now sounding in warnings and entreaties, but that voice will not always be heard
if you continue to resist, and s PrésdntiTrutbdmcdRevieve Yy o ur
and Herald Articles, vol 3, p. 83.




LESSON 11
Zephaniah

Assignment Questions

Chapter 1
Read Zephaniah chapter one.
Zephaniah 1:1

a. When did Zephaniah work?
b. Is Zephaniah a member of royalty?

Zephaniah 1:2-6

a. Whois the spokesman in these verses?
b. What place is “this place” in verse 4c¢?
c. What is the message of these verses?

Zephaniah 1:7

What is the message of this verse?
What is the meaning of each of its phrases?

Zephaniah 1:8-13

a. Why does puni shment come in the day of the
b. What is the message of verses 12 and 13

Zephaniah 1:14-18

What is the character of the great day of the Lord in verses 14-16?
Who brings the day of the Lord, and why, in verse 177

Is there any hope for salvation offered in verse 18?

Is there any hope for salvation offered in chapter 17?

According to Zephaniah 2:2, what is chapter 1?

In light of the answer to question e, what is the function of chapter 1?

R

Against what nation is chapter 1 aimed?
LESSON 11

Zephaniah

Assignment Answers




Chapter 1
Zephaniah 1:1

a. Inthe days of Josiah, king of Judah; or approximately 600 years before Jesus was born. He may
have know Nahum, Habakkuk, Joel, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel who also predicted the fall of Nineveh

(P.K. 365).
b. Zephaniah may have been a member of the royal line, as he appears to trace his ancestry back

to King Hezekiah.
Zephaniah 1:2-6

a. Godisthe spokesman in these verses.
Jerusalem and Judah.

c. These verses tell us that God, in judgment, is going to destroy all of the wicked —even if they
profess to serve Him; or if they are acting as His priests.

Zephaniah 1:7

To arrive at the message of this verse we will examine its phrases separately —omitting the
phrase, “for the day of the Lord is near.

Zeph. 1:7a

“Be silent bef-dhe stipdhrlacred | Goadr alt1ly means ‘'t
of the phrase here may be to stop sinning. (This Hebrew word also occurs in Hab. 2:20 and
Judges 3:10 as “be silent and “

To be actually silent for a duration of time, as is implied in Zeph. 1:7a, would indicate a cessation

of activity; a cessat i anteptanby baseen aa tgvingarpaallesin 0 wn
‘to Sabbath’, where Sabbath has in the Hebrew
The historical significance of the Sabbath i

stopping. Consequently, in the existential observing of the Sabbath, we are expected to case
from our own activities as God ceased from His. Therefore, we are not surprised to find Ellen
White writing that in the Sabbath the work that earns a living must cease.

“Be silent b e tao therefote,beeseeth a® mehningto akdse from the doing of
the evil that is part of life to those who do not have before them the nearness of the day of the
Lord.

Zeph. 1:7c

keep silencel



The phrase “For t he L &telihgustheslordhas éixpdasé aetdbea s acr i f
ready, a sacrifice. The Lord has made ready a sacrifice as one might make ready a road
(BDB466.) The work is presented as having been accomplished.

“ A s a cThdrefare fiveewords:in the Hebrew that we might try to distinguish as we look at

this concept. The first one has the general meaning of offering a gift or tribute. The second

refers to an offering which is wholly burnt; while the third word is sometimes translated as

“sin” and someti mes & awaysevidence o & spe@alritual lgping” Ther e
associated with this type of offering to God; sometimes no blood is involved even, as in 2 Kings

12:15, where the sin offering is money.

The fourth term in the Hebrew carries the meaning of compensation. This sacrifice is a guilt

offering, a gift of restitution, as in 1 Samuel 6:3,4, by the Philistines in connection with their

returning of the captured ark. This concept also occurs in Isaiah 53:10 where Christ is said to be

the One who puts His soul as a guilt offering —which will produce results. This offering seems to

have been the appropriate one where offenses a
estimated and therefore compensation could be paid (BDB79).

The last of our five words is the Hebrew word which is the general name for all sacrifices eaten
at feasts.

The slaughter of hostile nations is this kind of sacrifice, except that it is then offered by God
Himself. In this case the sacrifice is not only offered by God Himself, but He is also the One who
prepares it; and sometimes the animals of prey devour the victims.

This concept occurs in the Old Testament in Isa. 34:6; Jer. 46:10; Eze. 39:17,19, and in our text,
Zeph. 1:7, 8.

Note: the idea of God offering a sacrifice is a strange one to this writer.

When | sacrifice for the lord, | give up something | have and want or need to the Lord in
exchange for something He has that | want or need. This exchange seems to be the basic
element common to all five sacrifice-dimensions we have just reviewed as we surveyed the
Hebrew words employed by the Bible writers to portray the Scriptural pictures regarding the
offering of sacrifices.

Therefore, one feels the need to ask what God might be contemplating when He inspires a
prophet to writeephated“theator@dibas”p

One element seems clear; a sacrifice by the Lord means that He is giving up something He has
and wants in exchange for something He does not have, but wants.

In Eze. 3 9 we find information that helps us to define what it is that causes God to offer a
sacrifice —what it is that He is giving up, and what it is that He will get in exchange.



God’' s sacrifaces(obsjudgdgmetc®) iBm verse 21, tha
among the nations, and result in Israel knowing that Jehovah is her God (v. 22,) while the

nations | earn from God’s sacrifice that |1srael
nations learn the lessons God is trying to teach them, He restores them and has mercy on them

(v. 27); the nations then see God as sanctified in His people (v. 27). The concluding results are

t hat God’'s peopl e knowbetalsaHe corkbeted thanaidbhen Lor d t he
restored them (v. 28) so securely that no one makes them afraid (v. 26). Israel is then the

possessor of the poured-out Spirit of God, and God says that He will no longer hide His face from

them (v. 29).

Zeph, 1; 7d

“He has consecrated His guests.

I n this phrase, “He” i s, of cour se, ofseltieg Lor d.
somet hing, or someone, as sacred for Himself (
ones.

Zephaniah 1:7 - Summary

In studying the phrases which occur in this verse, we have found the prophet to say that we
should be silent, or stop doing our own works, for the day of the Lord is near.

Zephaniah then tells us why we should obey God —the punishment of the wicked and the
reward of the obedient is certain, for God has already prepared a sacrifice (of evil nations), and
He has set apart as sacred His guests, the ones He has called.

The day of vengeance—-t he day of the Lord’s sacrifice, the
Himself and His people of His and their foes.

The contextual message of chapter 1:7 seems to be that people should hush before the Lord,
rather than complaining about the information given in Zeph. 1:1-6.

The reason for being silent, for ceasing from ones own acts, is because God has already worked
out the punishment of the wicked, against whom the righteous might wish to complain, and
because God has also already worked out the reward of the righteous — His called ones whom
He has set apart as sacred.

Consequently, the fate of the wicked is sure, as is the reward of the righteous; though in daily
life now this fact is not always obvious.

Zephaniah 1:7 —Conclusion



The picture in this verse is that of an individual act of judgment by God against apostate
Israelites—an act which is directed at |-6).rGadesl ' s | ead:
here effecting the slaughter of His adversaries in Israel.

It is now clear that the people God offers as a sacrifice are not the people who are His guests.

That which God wants, that for which He sacrifices, is the salvation of His elect; while that which
Hehasandwoul d | i ke to keep (guard), but gives up,
the limits of His mercy; and mercy is limited to the ability of grace to restore? Cf. Ellen White,

Steps to Christ, p. 68.

Zephaniah 1:8-13

a. Because the punishmentofthewi c ked 1 s t h eadéstouctidnofsthe wickedr | f i c e
b. The judgment will be thorough; the result wildl
wi || be permanent . Worl dly success does not s

Zephaniah 1:14-18

a. Inthese verses its character is to destroy.
The Lord Himself brings on the day of the Lord
love is based on a condition and has a fixed limit.
c. Yes;inverse 7d where it is said God has sanctified Hiscalledones—“ cons edr i s guest s.
A decree, not yet in effect.
To scare the people badly enough that they will prepare for the day of the Lord; that they might
be ‘the called’ and not ‘the prepared sacrific
f. Chapter one is aimed at Judah (especially Jerusalem), as verses 4 and 12 state, but it also applies
to the whole earth (1:18).



LESSON 12
Zephaniah

Assignment Questions

Chapter 2
Zephaniah 2:1

a. What nation is addressed in this verse?
b. For what purpose are they called together? See verses 2, 3.

Zephaniah 2:2
What decree is the subject of this verse?
Zephaniah 2:3

a. What are those addressed in this verse to
Where are the seekers to be hidden? See Isa. 26:20; see also the E.G. White comments in the
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary on Isa. 26:20, 19. Are both living righteous and dead

righteous in need of protection?
Zephaniah 2:4-7

When does this threatened judgment become reality?
Why does verse 4 follow verse 3?
Who are the remnant of verse 7b?

Qa 0 T w

When does the Lord do the restoring predicted in verse 7d?

Zephaniah 2:8-11

a. Who is “my people in verse 8c?

b. Who is the “remnant” and the “remainder”
c. Who is “they” in verse 10, and “them” in
d.

What is unusual about the message of verses 8-11?
Zephaniah 2:4-15

List the nations other than Israel addressed here.
Who is “the exultant city” of verse 157
Why does God bring judgments on these nations? See verse 11.

Q 0 T o

What is the message of these verses?
Zephaniah 2:1-15

Summarize the teachings of these verses.

see

of vV e
ver se



LESSON 12
Zephaniah

Assignment Answers

Chapter 2
Zephaniah 2:1

a. Judah
b. To avoid God’s anger,

Zephaniah 2:2
Chapter one is the decree spoken of in this verse.
Zephaniah 2:3

a. Before the day of the

White. Note the following:

presents them to Hi
know them by name.’
thedayoff i erce tri al He

when we put away our

S

to seek the Lord, and

Lord’s anger.
b. The questi on opfearandbe hideen i@ directlyanswered by Scripture and Mrs.

S i
Fat
And
wi ||

ns and come to Him

thy doors about thee; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be

overpast .’ What ar e

t he

t

her , s &myyihandy;) | have
the command goes f o
say, ‘' Come, my peop
chambers in which t

Christ and holy angels. The people of God are not to this time all in one place. They are in
different companies, and in all parts of the earth; and they will be tried singly, not in groups.

Every one must stan
Bible Commentary, Vol. 4, p. 1143.

d

t he

t e s tSevdntb-day Adhientiss e | f .

This material answers very well the questions this writer has had about the protection of the

living righteous, but it leaves a very interesting question unanswered; are the dead righteous

who are sleeping as they wait for Jesus to return in any danger, or are they protected as are the

righteous? By being in the grave, are they not in the land of the enemy?

Notice the following concept:

“ T h e-giveriwifl @ll up His purchased possession in the first resurrection, and until thrat

triumphant hour, when the last trump shall sound and the vast army shall come forth to



eternal victory, every sleeping saint will be kept in safety and will be guarded as a precious
jewel, who is known to God by name. By the power of the Saviour that dwelt in them while
living and because they were partakers of the divine nature, they are brought forth from the
d e a ¢bid.”

Zephaniah 2:4-7

a. Il n the day of the Lord’s anger.

b. Because verse 3d gives the timing for the events of verse 4.

c. Those who responded to the invitation of 2:1, 3.

d. The Lord restores after He has completed the retributive-judgment destructions of the day of
the Lord; after 2:4-6.

Zephaniah 2:8-11

a. The territory of Israel; note verse 8d.

Those of | srael who responded to the Lords’ di

preparation; those who were hidden in verse 3c.

c. Those who have coveted God’'s people’”s | and

What is unusual in the message presented in these verses is the declaration that goes beyond

(v.

God’'s punishing the wicked and GewasdpergpHes wi

plunder the wicked, and inherit their land (v. 9d). (We also encountered this concept in Micah
5:5b, 6.)

Zephaniah 2:4-15

a. Verses 4-7 are Philistine cities and people.

Moab and Ammon (verses 8-11)

Ethiopia (verse 12)

Assyria (verses 13-15). (Ninevah was, of course, the capitol city of Assyria.)
b. Ninevah, the capitol of Assyria.

c. God’s judgments fal/l on these nations because
directly because at this potime gomdds i ofaseti he i saaliG
11). Unity of worship will bring about unity of

d. These verses tell us that those nations who have lived close enough to Israel to know what God
has said to His people, and what He has done to His nation, will be judged by the standard Israel
is judged by.

Zephaniah 2:1-15

The central teaching of this chapter is that there is a proper time for responding to the

invitations and threatenings of God; that there is no place of escape for the wicked when
judgment comes, but the righteous will be protected over and over, with each new judgment
that is poured out on t hoeaseinvitaiioes. rej ect ed

God'’ s



LESSON 13

Zephaniah
Assighnment Questions
Chapter 3
Zephaniah 3:1
Who is spoken to in verse 1?
Zephaniah 3:2
Who is “her God” in this verse?
Zephaniah 3:3, 4
What is the message of these verses?
Zephaniah 3:5
a. Where is God in this verse?
b. To whom is it that every morning He
Zephaniah 4:6, 7

a. What i sinvérseladai d”

b. What “instruction” was expected to be

c. What is the message of verses 6 and 7?

Zephaniah 3:8

a. Whois asked to wait for the lord in verse 8a?

b. What are they to wait for?

c. Whati s meant by “when | rise up to the

d. Whoisl?

ee. Who is “the prey”?

f. *“I ndeed, my decision is to gather
reward, for the wicked to receive
justice is to gather nations.”’

Zephaniah 3:9-12

a. What is the relationship of the content of verse 9 to verse 8?

b. Towhom are verses 9-12 addressed?

c. Who is “you” in the phrase, “In that

d Who are the “proud, exulting ones” i n

brings

accept

prey”™?

nati ons
puni shment,

day vyou
ver se

Hi

ed

W
11



ee. Who is “you”l innevieYfouagwmi n be haughty on My hol )
again be haughty on God’'s holy mountain? (vers

f. Who is “you” in verse l1l2a?

g. Whenisverse 12 to be accomplished? What is the message of this verse?

Zephaniah 3:13

a. Inyour opinion, does verse 13 go with verse 12 or with verse 14?
b. Where are the “remnant of | srael
Where are the remnant if verse 13 goes with verses 14-20?

”

spken of in

Zephaniah 3:12-15

a. What is the general time relationship between verses 12 and 14?
b. Where is God in verse 15? Compare/contrast with where God is in verse 5?
c. Inthis context, who is the enemy God has removed?

Zephaniah 3:16
What is the message of this verse?
Zephaniah 3:17
What is the message of this verse? Note especially the last two phrases.
Zephaniah 3:18
What is the message of verse 18?
Zephaniah 3:19
What is the message of this verse?
Zephaniah 3:20

What is the message of this verse?



LESSON 13
Zephaniah

Assignment Answers

Chapter 3
Zephaniah 3:1

Ninevah, the capitol of Assyria —cf. 2:13-15. Note; There are those who believe the city
addressed is Jerusalem, in 3:1, but that would make 3:1 stand without context in a passage
where Ninevah is being discussed.

Zephaniah 3:2
Nineveh ' Gsd is here Jehovah.
Zephaniah 3:3,4

The | eader’s |lives are a |living violation of w
The Hebrew word t'KBthahatatle$Ssancobuaryext as “w

Zephaniah 3:5

a. Inthis verse God is dwelling in the city of Nineveh—As sy ri a’ s capi tol !
b. To Nineveh’'s peopl e.
Note; Zephaniah, as other Old Testament prophets, presents God working for the nations —not
limiting His interests to Israel and her welfare.

Zephaniah 3:6, 7

a. The Lord.
The lessons of verse 6.
c. God is Nineveh’s Lord. He has given them exam

judgments listed in verse 6. From these the Lord hoped the Ninevites would learn to avoid
doing evil (verse 7a), so they would not be destroyed (verse 7c), but they still loved to corrupt
the good (verse 7d).

Zephaniah 3:8

a. All—righteous and wicked.
They are to wait for the judgment; they are not to think God has abdicated.
Note; This is the issue that confronts all people who feel they have been wronged; will we wait
for the judgment? Notice the reason for this:



“The Pharisees in their false ideas as to what
God, cherished malice and revenge; but Christ taught that all malice must be expelled from the

soul. Theevildone t o us by another must remain unresen
Present Truth and Review & Herald Articles, Vol. 3, p. 29.

“The Lord encourages our confidence; and the g
manifestation of our love to him, is in yielding obedience to his claims. If you have love to Jesus
Christ, which is an expression of the life of Christ in the soul, then you will do what he

commands you."” Il bi d.

c. “Rise up to the prey” is a peistakirgevertTheat means m
destruction of the wicked is to begin.
God

The rejecters of His instructions (v. 7) and the justice He daily brings to light (v. 5). Those in
whose city He dwells (v. 5), those to whom He has demonstrated His principles (v. 6), those to

whom he is “her God” (v. 2), who do not | earn
time of instruction (probation), in verses 6 and 7b, but who still love to corrupt their deeds (v.
7d).

f. For destruction —justice gives what reward hasheene ar ned by one’ s wor ks; m

through Christ) gives not what is due by our deeds.
Zephaniah 3:9-12

a. ltis the second half of a judgment scene; the reward of the wicked was presented first in verse
8b, while the reward of the righteous is presented in verses 9, 10 and 11.

b. Nineveh.

c. Nineveh, who is not totally evil.

d Nineveh’'s | eaders.

e. “You” in Nineveh; they will never be haughty o
destruction is imminent.

f. Nineveh's | eaders.

g. When Nineveh is destroyed.
The message of the verse is that God is in control of even rebellious cities like Nineveh, and that
at the proper time He will destroy them —but even in such a retributive act He will not cause to
perish any who trust in His name — not even the poor and weak.

Zephaniah 3:13

a. Verse 13 can go with the first 12 verses or it can go with verses 14-20; which division in correct
is not clear to this writer.

b. The “remnant of Israel” is in Assyri a, i f vers
are in Israel if verse 13 is seen as going with verses 14-20. The message of assurance that is



verse 13c would seem to point to the remnant b
assurance of verse 15 could have them be in Judah.

Wherever God’ s p eofpelseldtstheir fidetithte HinmeHss prategtion

of them.

Zephaniah 3:12-15

a. The time of the destruction of Nineveh (v. 12) is 612 B.C. The time of the total restoration of
Israel (vs. 14-20) has not happened, and due to the change of eschatology that occurs in
connection with the death of Jesus, will never happen in the sense of Old Testament
eschatology. However, the promises of verses 14-20 realized a limited fulfillment by the events
accompanying the fall of Assyria, and the return of the people from the Babylonian captivity.

(In a non-geographical way, verses 13-20 are existentially applicable to all Christians. See Mrs.
White' s use of these verses as, for exampl e, t
Testimonies For the Church, pp. 457, 64, quoted below.)
b. Inverse 15, God is in the midst of Israel or Jerusalem, while in verse 5 God is in the midst of
Assyria or more specifically, Nineveh.
c. Nineveh, or Assyria.

Zephaniah 3:16

The message of this ver s ewhichshasbeenmprestingyowaid | or f al
removed:; don’t “fall i mp."”

Note; Ellen White points out that this is what happened to Elijah after the great victories
involved in the events of Mount Carmel.

“1t would seem that after silmphmgsaogmpetehur age so
over king and priests and people, Elijah could never afterward have given way to

despondence nor been awed into timidity. But he who had been blessed with so many
evidences of God’ s | ovi ng c araadinwhi dark hoart above
his faith and courage forsook him. . . . Elijah should not have fled from his post of duty. . ..

but a reaction such as frequently follows high faith and glorious success was pressing upon

Elijah. . . . While under the inspiration of the Almighty, he had stood in the severest trial of

faith; but in this time of discouragement, w
| ost hi s Iprophetl and KingsGp. 1159-162.

Zephaniah 3:17

This verse builds onto the message of verse 16 by adding the reasons we should not be afraid in
the day of trouble —God is in our midst; He will save us.

This verse also tells us that when we trust in God, He rejoices over us with joy, that though He is
quiet in His love, He will rejoiceover us with singing. (I'n the <co



the Hebrew when God has just been said to be silent in His love, than does the NASB phrase,
“shouts of joy." For supporting inform
Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, #2179.)

Zephaniah 3:18-20

The message of this paragraph is a promise of blessing to those who were suffering under the
events Zephaniah is addressing. In these verses God promises a future that not only appeals to
those receiving it, but to those who are not included due to their sins, but who still observe the

bl essing which comes to God’'s previously

fulfilled, all want a part —righteous and wicked (verse 20).
Note:

As we have gone through these studies it has been our intention to make the studier of these
lessons aware of the message of the Bible books being studied as having often three different
dimensions: The primary application, or the generally Old Testament times understanding and
application; the secondary application, or the generally New Testament times understanding
and application; and the existential, o]
being studied.

In the case of Joel, we found the primary or first message to be that of the end time of our
worl d, an wunuswual primary application f
or primary application was to his time - his nation and peoples, an expected primary audience.

In Zephaniah, the last book of this study, we have observed the normal applications occurring.
However, in chapter 3:18-20 some material appears which Ellen White quotes and applies after
having removed it from its primary or secondary application.

ation t

r

suf fe

or a C€co

MrssWhite’'s use of these verses in the materi al

exi stent i al gnifieanmce of Biblital nmateriallwhef ikis’remevid from its historical
application —either old Testament or New Testament eschatology. While knowing the primary
and secondary eschatological applications is importants 0 t hat we don’t
teachings, the purely existential applications provided by inspired writers are of great value and
interest, for they open the door to us which lets us see some of the depth of meaning the
Biblical words carry. These purely existential applications as found in inspired writers are also of
great value, because they are generally addressed to individual daily life. But we can also find
some of these applications ourselves.

For example, the miracle of Jesus in stilling the storm on the sea showed His great power —even
the wind and the waves obeyed Him; He is revealed here as the Lord of Nature. And when He
speaks to the storm using the same words He has used in speaking to demons in people, we

wWr est

l earn that evil i s present in many forms to at

t



But the greatest message of that event is not historical —in the past — but a repeating historic
message — He can still the storms in our lives. Today we can pray for peace and know that He
can give it, because He has already demonstrated that He can bring instant peace by only
speaking a word.

To conclude our study of Zephaniah, we will quote now the passage from Mrs. White where she
qguotes Zephaniah 3:18-20 in the context of troubles at a Seventh-day Adventist press:

“r wi | | gat her them that ar e s bee towhoh u l for
the reproach of it was a burden. Behold, at that time | will undo all that afflict thee: and |

will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and | will get them praise and

fame in every land where they have been put to shame. At that time will | bring you again,

even in the time that | gather you: for | will make you a name and a praise among all people

of the earth, when | turn back your -Waptivit:
Read also the first chapter of Haggai.

“When human agenci es, as stewards of God, Wi
and use it to lift the burdens resting on His institutions, the Lord will cooperate witht h e m. ”
Testimonies For the Church, vol. 6, p. 458.

Conclusion

It is hoped that you have been blessed as you have read or worked through these studies, in the minor
prophets reviewed here.



